PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary's & St Oswald'’s,
Warrington

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Home Mission Sunday
20 September 2026

Introductory Rites

Gathering Song
The Kingdom of God is justice and joy (821)

Greeting & Penitential Act

Gloria
Please join in singing the refrain:

Gloria in excelstis, in excelsis Deo! (x2)
(Glory in the highest to God in the highest!)

Collect

O God,

who founded all the commands of your sacred Law
upon love of you and of our neighbour,
grant that, by keeping your precepts,
we may merit to attain eternal life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
(Isaiah 55: 6-9)

First Reading
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Seek the LORD while he may be found;

call upon him while he is near;

let the wicked forsake his way,

and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the LORD, that he may have
compassion on him,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145
The Lord is near to all who call upon him.

1  Every day will | bless you,
and | will praise your name forever and ever.
Great is the Lord and highly to be praised;
his greatness is unsearchable.

2 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and of great kindness.
The Lord is good to all
and compassionate toward all his works.

Second Reading (Phil 1: 20-24, 27)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians

Brothers and Sisters: Christ will be honoured in my
body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labour for me. Yet which I shall choose |
cannot tell. | am hard pressed between the two. My
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on
your account. Let your manner of life be worthy of the
gospel of Christ.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel (Matthew 20: 1-16)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
R. Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus told his disciples this parable, ‘The
kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who
went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his
vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And
going out about the third hour he saw others standing
idle in the market-place, and to them he said, "You go
into the vineyard too, and whatever is right | will give
you.” So they went. Going out again about the sixth
hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about
the eleventh hour he went out and found others
standing. And he said to them, "Why do you stand
here idle all day?” They said to him, "Because no one
has hired us.” He said to them, “You go into the
vineyard too."

‘And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his steward, “Call the labourers and pay them
their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.”
And when those hired about the eleventh hour came,
each of them received a denarius. Now when those
hired first came, they thought they would receive
more, but each of them also received a denarius. And
on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the
house, saying, "These last worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he
replied to one of them, “Friend, | am doing you no
wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take
what belongs to you and go. | choose to give to this
last worker as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do



what | choose with what belongs to me? Or do you
begrudge my generosity?” So the last will be first, and
the first last.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
(All bow at the following words)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Bidding Prayers
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts
Song. In bread we bring you (609)

Prayer over the Offerings

Receive with favour, O Lord, we pray,

the offerings of your people,

that what they profess with devotion and faith
may be theirs through these heavenly mysteries.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Holy, Holy — Mass of Christ the Saviour (1014)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes,

who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

The Mystery of Faith
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claim your Death, O Lord,

Daniel L Schutte © 2007, 2009, Published by OCP.
Reprinted with permission. One License #A-632722.

Our Father

Pater noster, qui es in caelis,

sanctificetur nomen tuum.

Adveniat regnum tuum.

Fiat voluntas tua,

sicut in caelo et in terra.

Panem nostrum quotidianum da nobis hodie,
et dimitte nobis debita nostra

sicut et nos dimittimus debitoribus nostris.
Et ne nos inducas in tentationem,

sed libera nos a malo.

Sign of Peace
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you.

Communion
Song: One bread, one body (832)

Prayer after Communion

Graciously raise up, O Lord,

those you renew with this Sacrament,

that we may come to possess your redemption
both in mystery and in the manner of our life.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite
Blessing & Dismissal

Final Song
Amazing grace (846)
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