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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
World Day of Prayer for Grandparents  

and Older People – 26 July 2026 
 

 

Introductory Rites 
 
Gathering Song 
The kingdom of God is justice and joy (821) 
 
Greeting & Penitential Act 
 
Gloria  If sung:  Salazar (998) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
 

We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
Collect 
O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation,  
nothing is holy, 
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us 
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass 
in such a way as to hold fast even now 

to those that ever endure. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading                     (1 Kings 3: 5-6, 7-12) 
A reading from the first book of Kings 
 

In those days: The LORD appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night, and God said, ‘Ask what I shall give 
you.’ And Solomon said, ‘O LORD my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of David my father, 
although I am but a little child. I do not know how to 
go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of 
your people whom you have chosen, a great people, 
too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 
Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to 
govern your people, that I may discern between good 
and evil, for who is able to govern this your great 
people?’ 
 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And 
God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and 
have not asked for yourself long life, or riches, or the 
life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now 
do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise 
and discerning mind, so that none like you has been 
before you and none like you shall arise after you.’ 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 119 
 

 Lord, I love your commands. 
 

1 I have said, O LORD, that my part 
 is to keep your words. 
 The law of your mouth is to me more precious 
 than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 
 

2 Let your kindness comfort me 
 according to your promise to your servants. 
 Let your compassion come to me that I may live, 
 for your law is my delight. 
 

Second Reading           (Romans 8: 28-30) 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 

Brothers and Sisters: We know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose. For those whom 
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom 
he called he also justified, and those whom he justified 
he also glorified. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 



Gospel                                            (Matthew 13: 44-52) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
R.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At that time: Jesus said to the crowd: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of 
great value, went and sold all that he had and bought 
it. 
 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 
thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 
When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and 
sorted the good into vessels but threw away the bad. 
So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw 
them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

‘Have you understood all these things?’ They said to 
him, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe 
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 
a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living  
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Bidding Prayers 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
Preparation of the Gifts 
Hymn:  Christ be beside me (910) 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings 
which we bring from the abundance of your gifts, 
that through the powerful working of your grace 
these most sacred mysteries  
may sanctify our present way of life 
and lead us to eternal gladness. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Mass of Hope – Bernadette Farrell (559) 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
Holy Lord, Holy Lord, God of hosts. 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed, blessed, blessed, blessed is he  
who comes in the name, 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Mystery of Faith 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 
 
Our Father 

Notre père…  Tėve Mūsų…  Vater unser…  Ojcze nasz… 

Padre nostro… 我們的天父 
 
Sign of Peace 
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around 
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you. 
 
Communion Song 
Music:  Jesu, joy of man’s desiring – Bach  
 
Prayer after Communion 
We have consumed, O Lord, this divine Sacrament, 
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of your Son; 
grant, we pray, that this gift, 
which he himself gave us with love beyond all telling, 
may profit us for salvation. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing & Dismissal 
 
Final Song 
Be thou my vision (970) 
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