PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary's & St Oswald's,
Warrington

5th Sunday of Lent (A)
Saturday 21 March 2026

Wefeime

A very warm welcome to...

Archbishop John who is joining us today as part of his
Visitation to the Deanery of Warrington and Widnes.

The children in Year 4 at St Oswald’s Catholic Primary
School, and their families, who are joining us as part of
their preparation for First Communion.

Introductory Rites

Entrance Procession
| am the bread of life (629) verses 1,4 & 5

Greeting & Introduction

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

Peace be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

Penitential Act
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life:
Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins:
Christ, have mercy. R. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood:
Lord, have mercy. R. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.

R. Amen.

Collect

By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God,
may we walk eagerly in that same charity
with which, out of love for the world,

your Son handed himself over to death.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading (Ezekiel 37: 12-14)
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, | will open your graves
and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will
bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that
| am the LORD, when | open your graves, and raise you
from your graves, O my people. And | will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your
own land. Then you shall know that | am the LORD; |
have spoken, and | will do it, declares the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130
Please join in singing the response:

R. With the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption.

1  Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to my voice in supplication. R.

2 If you, O Lord, mark iniquities,
Lord, who can stand?
But with you is forgiveness,
that you may be revered. R.

Second Reading (Romans 8: 8-11)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Brothers and Sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot
please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Please join in singing the acclamation:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
King of endless glory!

Gospel (John 11: 1-45)
The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

R. Glory to you, O Lord.



At that time: A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany,
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary,
who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet
with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the
sisters sent to him, saying, ‘'Lord, he whom you love is
ill’ But when Jesus heard it he said, ‘This illness does not
lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son
of God may be glorified through it.’

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So,
when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said
to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples
said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to
stone you, and are you going there again?' Jesus
answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? If
anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because
he sees the light of this world. But if anyone walks in the
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him." After
saying these things, he said to them, ‘Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep, but | go to awaken him.” The disciples
said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.’
Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought
that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them
plainly, ‘Lazarus has died, and for your sake | am glad
that | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us
go to him.” So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had
already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them
concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary
remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus,
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now | know that whatever you ask from
God, God will give you." Jesus said to her, 'Your brother
will rise again.” Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said
to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; | believe
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming
into the world.’

When she had said this, she went and called her sister
Mary, saying in private, ‘The Teacher is here and is
calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly
and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come into the
village, but was still in the place where Martha had met
him. When the Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they
followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb
to weep there. Now when Mary came to where Jesus was
and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, ‘Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.’
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had
come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in
his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, 'Where have
you laid him?' They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’
Jesus wept. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!
But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the

eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from
dying?’

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It
was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, ‘Take
away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said
to him, ‘Lord, by this time there will be a smell, for he
has been dead four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did | not
tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?' So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up
his eyes and said, ‘Father, | thank you that you have
heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | said this
on account of the people standing around, that they
may believe that you sent me." When he had said these
things, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come
out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and
feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with
a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary
and had seen what he did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily
Archbishop John Sherrington

Presentation of the Scriptures

The children preparing for First Communion are invited
to come forward with their parents to receive a small
book of stories from God's special book, the Bible.

Apostles’ Creed

Together, we profess our faith:

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God

the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen.

Bidding Prayers
Response after each intention:

Let us pray to the Lord.
R. Lord, have mercy.



Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts
Music: Ach Herr, mich armen Stinder — Buxtehude

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer over the Offerings

Hear us, almighty God,

and, having instilled in your servants
the teachings of the Christian faith,
graciously purify them

by the working of this sacrifice.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. Itis right and just.

Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,

Holy Lord, Holy Lord, God of hosts.
Heav’'n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed, blessed, blessed, blessed is he
who comes in the name,

who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Mystery of Faith

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honour is yours,

for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Our Father

Please join in saying the ‘Our Father’ in your own native
language...

Notre pere... Téve Masy... Vater unser... Ojcze nasz...
Padre nostro... HfRIXX

Sign of Peace
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you.

Breaking of the Bread

As the bread is broken, we pray:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion

Behold the Lamb of God,

behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R Lord, | am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

Communion

If you have not made your First Communion, you are
very welcome to come forward for a blessing. Simply
cross your arms over your chest so that the minister
knows you would like a blessing.

Music: | heard the voice of Jesus say — Celtic Source

Prayer after Communion

We pray, almighty God,

that we may always be counted among the members
of Christ,

in whose Body and Blood we have communion.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite

Blessing
The Lord be with you.
R And with your spirit.

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

Dismissal
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Final Song
This day God gives me (673)

Offertory Collection

The Offertory Collection takes place as you leave church
— a basket will be available, or you can use the Tap &
Go' facility. This collection is the main source of income
for the parish. Many thanks for your generosity.
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