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The Baptism of the Lord (A)
11 January 2026

My dear sisters and brothers,

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Today we recall the Baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan
by John the Baptist. The feast marks the end of the
Christmas Season, and I'm reminded of these words by
American author, Howard Thurman:

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with the flocks,
then the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost, to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry, to release the oppressed,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among peoples,
to make music in the heart.

Peace Sunday

Next Sunday, 18 January, the Bishops of England and
Wales invite us to observe a Day of Prayer for World
Peace.

2025 was a tough year — disorientating, unsettling and,
at times, very worrying. The world order we have
become used to since the end of the Second World War
seems to have evaporated. Each day we wonder what
is going to happen next. I find it deeply concerning that
Western leaders have tolerated the genocide in Gaza
and the settler attacks in the West Bank. I am alarmed
by the way President Trump seems to acquiesce to
Russia over Ukraine, and now strikes Venezuela and
threatens Greenland — and does so without consulting
Congress or US allies.

How do we Christians navigate daily life in such a
confusing and unsettling time? How do we avoid
getting drawn in to populist mantras and political
misinformation? How do we continue to be people of
hope who shine a light in the darkness?

Pope Leo offers some thoughts on these and other
questions in his Message for World Day of Peace (1
January). You will find copies of his Message at the
back of church and on the Parish website. It's well
worth reading.

Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity

Next Sunday also marks the beginning of the annual
Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity. St Oswald’s will
host an Ecumenical Service for all the local churches on
Tuesday 20 January at 7.00 pm. Do come along if you
can and invite friends from other local churches to join
you. There will be an opportunity to meet one another
over refreshments after the service.

First Communions 2026

This week, I will be sending out letters to the parents of
children in Year 4 in our primary schools inviting them
to enrol for First Communion. First Communions at St
Oswald’s will be celebrated on Saturday 25 April and
First Communions at St Benedict’s will be celebrated on
Saturday 2 May.

Parishioners in Year 4, who do NOT attend St
Benedict’s or St Oswald’s Catholic Primary Schools, and
who would like to celebrate First Communion this year,
please contact me as soon as possible if you haven't
already done so. Thank you.

With my prayers,
Fr Dave

[ General Information ]

1) Parish Priest: Canon Dave Heywood. Tel: 01925
630127. Email: frdave@rcaol.org.uk Address: St
Benedict’s Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE.
Deacons: Rev Tony Kerrigan & Rev David Boyle.

2) Parish Office: Miss Bernie Griffin. Tuesday to
Friday, 9.30 am — 2.30 pm. Tel: 01925 630127. Email
address: blessedjamesbell@rcaol.org.uk

3) Parish Website: www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk

4) St Benedict’s Church is open for private prayer:
Tuesday to Friday, 9.30 am - 2.30 pm.

5) Sacrament of Reconciliation

Wednesdays:  10.15 - 10.45 am at St Benedict’s

After the 4.30 pm Mass at St Oswald’s
Confession is also available on request.

Saturdays:
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS

St Benedict's St Oswald’s
Sunday 11 January 10.30 am Baptism Mass (Sat) 4.30 pm Vigil Mass
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (A) Arthur & Vera Brindle David Searle
The last day of Christmas! 8.30 am Mass
The Parishioners
Monday 12 January
Tuesday 13 January 10.30 am Mass
(Funeral Mass at St Joseph's, Penketh) Pat Finnegan
Wednesday 14 January 10.15 am Exposition
St Kentigern 11.00 am Mass
(Secondary Patron of the Archdiocese) Gary O’Donnell
Thursday 15 January 12.00 noon Funeral Service 10.15 am Funeral Service
Michael Meade Mark Postlethwaite
7.00 pm Novena & Benediction
Friday 16 January 11.00 am Mass
Annette Oldrich
Saturday 17 January 4.30 pm Vigil Mass
St Anthony, Abbot Mannion Family
Sunday 18 January Peace Sunday 10.30 am Mass 8.30 am Mass
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) Abraham Yau The Parishioners
Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity begins

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
04.01.26 £684.16 (£284.50 Gift Aid)
Standing Orders £191.25 (£162.50 Gift Aid)
Digital Giving £286.00 (£182.00 Gift Aid)
Total £1161.41
Thank you so much for your generosity.

CONFIRMATION 2026
If you are in Year 8 (or older) and would like to receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation in July 2026, please pick
up an application form from the back of church or
download it from the Parish website. Please complete
the form and return it to Fr Dave by 31 January 2026.
Many thanks.

PARISH SOCIAL GROUP
The Parish Social Group will resume this Wednesday,
14 January, 11.30 am - 1.00 pm, in St Benedict’s Sacristy
Meeting Room. All are very welcome.

NEWSLETTER EXTRA
Please pick up a copy of this month’s Newsletter Extra
which includes details of events going on in and around
the Archdiocese.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A DEACON?
Online Event - 14 January
Join us for an online event organised by the
Archdiocese for men discerning a vocation to the
Permanent Diaconate. The event will be held on 14
January from 7.00 to 8.30 pm, and you can sign up here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/are-you-interested-in-
becoming-a-deacon-tickets-1979860549199

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS
Clara Chan, Doreane Child and Clare Lancaster.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Divine Office — Psalter Week 1)
Today The Baptism of the Lord (A)
Readings Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7; Acts 10: 34-38
Matthew 3: 13-17
Weekdays Ordinary Time — Year 2, Week 1

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER
(Names can only be included with the person’s consent)
Those who are sick or homebound, especially:
St Benedict’s & St Mary'’s
Teresa Barnsley, Kath Bradshaw, Jean Hendricks, Anne
Hill, Mary Hinchliffe, Ged Hughes, Gail Hyamson, Jim
Hyland, Vin Jackson, Susan Keating, Judith McDowall,
Trina Moulsdale, Christine Murphy, Ann Pearson,
Vincent Pinnock, Sandra Richardson, Kate Rigby,
Pembolina Smith, Mary Taylor, Matilde Valentine,
Dolores Woodall.
St Oswald’s
Keith Bate, Brenda Brathing, Catherine Carne, Peter
Cox, Dave Ferris, Marguerite Jones, Jo Roberts, Claire
Taylor, Margaret Watts, Wilf Whelan.
Other Parishes
Mary Davies, Catherine Donaldson, June Fallon, James
Hutchinson, Archbishop Patrick Kelly, Margaret
Mobbs, Elizabeth Nash, Margaret Smith, Pamela
Watson, Carol Whitehouse.
Those who have died recently, especially:
Mark Postlethwaite, Michael Meade, Rita Hutson.
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