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3rd Sunday of Advent (A) 
Gaudete Sunday – 14 December 2025 

 

 

Introductory Rites 
 
Gathering Song 
On Jordan’s bank (94) 
 
Greeting & Introduction 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say, Rejoice! (x2) 
Rejoice, rejoice, and again I say, Rejoice! (x2) 
Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say, Rejoice! (x2) 
 
Penitential Act 
Music:  Advent Wreath Service (65) 
 
Collect 
O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, 
enable us, we pray,  
to attain the joys of so great a salvation 
and to celebrate them always  
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading                         (Isaiah 35: 1-6, 10) 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
it shall blossom abundantly 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
‘Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.’ 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
 

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
and come to Sion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 146 
 

 Lord, come and save us. 
 

1 The Lord God keeps faith forever, 
 secures justice for the oppressed, 
 gives food to the hungry. 
 The Lord sets captives free. 
 

2 The Lord gives sight to the blind; 
 the Lord raises up those who were bowed down. 
 The Lord loves the just; 
 the Lord protects strangers. 
 
Second Reading                                     (James 5: 7-10) 
A reading from the letter of St James 
 

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do 
not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, 
so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 
standing at the door. As an example of suffering and 
patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Gospel                      (Matthew 11: 2-11) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
R.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At that time: When John heard in prison about the 
deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?’ And Jesus answered them, ‘Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive 
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have good news preached to them. And blessed 
is the one who is not offended by me.’ 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What 



then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in 
kings’ houses. What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 
is he of whom it is written, 
 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.” 
 

‘Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there 
has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet 
the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
(All bow at the following words) 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 
Bidding Prayers 
Come, Lord Jesus!  R.  Maranatha! 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
Preparation of the Gifts 
Song:  Word made flesh (989) 

Prayer over the Offerings 
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray, 
be offered to you unceasingly, 
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery 
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Holy, Holy – Mass of Christ our Saviour (Dan Schutte) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes,  
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Mystery of Faith 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 
 
Our Father 

Notre père…  Tėve Mūsų…  Vater unser…  Ojcze nasz… 

Padre nostro… 我們的天父 
 
Sign of Peace 
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around 
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you. 
 
Communion 
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth – St Ambrose 
 
Prayer after Communion 
We implore your mercy, Lord, 
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults 
and prepare us for the coming feasts. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Concluding Rite 
 
Final Song 
Our God reigns (768) verses 1-3 
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CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2025 
 

Christmas Eve 
4.30 pm Christmas Vigil Mass at St Oswald’s 

11.30 pm Christmas Midnight Mass at St Benedict’s 
 

Christmas Day 
8.30 am Christmas Dawn Mass at St Oswald’s 
10.30 am Christmas Day Mass at St Benedict’s 


