4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A)

Bidding Prayers

Presider: As Advent draws to a close,

let us pray to the Father who gave us his Son.

Deacon or Reader:

1

For anyone who feels cut off from the joy of Christmas:
because they are sick or missing a loved one,

because they are lonely or having a difficult time just now,
because they are homeless or in prison.

f Come, Lord Jesus. R. Maranatha.

For the people of Gaza and the West Bank who continue to suffer despite a ceasefire,

for all those affected by the shootings in Australia last weekend,
and for the suffering people of Ukraine, Myanmar and Sudan.

f Come, Lord Jesus. R. Maranatha.

For those like Mary who are awaiting the birth of a child,
and for those like Joseph who adopt or foster children.

J‘ Come, Lord Jesus. R. Maranatha.

For the patience, love and understanding we may need this week,
especially with our families and friends.

J‘ Come, Lord Jesus. R. Maranatha.

For our own personal intentions; for Malcolm Hackwell, Pat Cassidy,

Rita Hutson, Mark Postlethwaite and Catherine Moorcroft who have died;
and for those we are remembering this weekend, especially Cathy Spencer,
Marion Williams and all the people of this parish community.

(Pause for silent prayer)

J‘ Come, Lord Jesus. R. Maranatha.

Now let us ask Mary, the mother of Jesus, to pray for us all:
“Hail Mary...”

Presider: Who are we, Lord God,

that you should come to us?

Yet you have visited your people and redeemed us.
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of your Son,
help us to imitate his kindness and mercy.

Through Christ our Lord.
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