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My dear sisters and brothers,

The Season of Advent

Today we begin a new Church year with the Season of
Advent — a time of preparation for the great feast of
Christmas. As we bless and light the Advent Wreath in
church, you might like to do the same at home:

Lord God,

bless this wreath which we will use

to prepare for the birth of your Son.

May its light scatter the darkness in our lives,
warm our hearts with hope,

and guide us into the way of peace.

The annual publication, “Walk With Me’, is available
(free of charge) in church. There’s also an Advent
Calendar for Children. Sadly, Redemptorist
Publications are no longer producing the popular
‘Advent Extra’. However, the Irish Catholic Bishops
provide a thought and a prayer for each day of Advent
in their Digital Calendar which you can find online
here: www.catholicbishops.ie

Fairtrade Stall

A Fairtrade Stall is available after the Masses this
weekend.  Fairtrade is a global movement that
promotes fair prices, decent working conditions, and
sustainable practices for farmers and workers in
developing countries. Many thanks to Clare Lancaster
and Mary Hallam for providing this for us.

Advent Collections

Our annual Advent Collections conclude next
weekend. Many thanks to all those who’ve been able to
make an offering. This year, there are two collections:
For the people of Gaza — please place any offerings in
an envelope marked ‘Gaza’ and place them in the
Sunday collection or hand them into the Parish Office.

St Francis Collection — food, treats and toys for cats,
dogs, rabbits, and guinea pigs to help Warrington
Animal Welfare care for the enormous number of
animals that are tragically abandoned, especially over
Christmas. Please note: rawhide in treats is bad for dogs.

Mustard Seed Children’s Group

The next meeting for children who've made their First
Communion will take place next Sunday, 7 December,
after the 10.30 am Mass at St Benedict's.

Children’s Christmas Party

Sunday 14 December, 11.45 am - 1.30 pm, at St
Benedict’s. Performance, games, food. Free entry for
children, £3 per adult.

Advent Penance Service

Our annual Service of Reconciliation in preparation for
Christmas will take place at St Oswald’s on Wednesday
17 December at 7.30 pm. This is a celebration for the
whole parish community and lasts about 50 minutes.

Christmas Mass Times
I'm already getting enquiries about Christmas Mass
times, so here they are:
Christmas Eve
4.30 pm Christmas Vigil Mass at St Oswald’s
11.30 pm Christmas Midnight Mass at St Benedict’s
Christmas Day
8.30 am Christmas Dawn Mass at St Oswald'’s
10.30 am Christmas Day Mass at St Benedict’s

With my prayers,
Fr Dave

[ General Information ]

1) Parish Priest: Canon Dave Heywood. Tel: 01925
630127. Email: frdave@rcaol.org.uk Address: St
Benedict’s Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE.
Deacons: Rev Tony Kerrigan & Rev David Boyle.

2) Parish Office: Miss Bernie Griffin. Tuesday to
Friday, 9.30 am — 2.30 pm. Tel: 01925 630127. Email
address: blessedjamesbell@rcaol.org.uk

3) Parish Website: www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk

4) St Benedict’s Church is open for private prayer:
Tuesday to Friday, 9.30 am —2.30 pm.

5) Sacrament of Reconciliation

Wednesdays:  10.15-10.45 am at St Benedict’s
Saturdays: After the 4.30 pm Mass at St Oswald’s
Confession is also available on request.

6) Parish Social Group: Wednesdays 11.30 am — 1.00
pm in the Sacristy Meeting Room at St Benedict's.
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS

St Benedict’s St Oswald’s
Sunday 30 November 10.30 am Mass (Sat) 4.30 pm Vigil Mass
1st Sunday of Advent (A) Peter Milner The Parishioners
8.30 am Mass
Brenda Malone, Mary Malone
Monday 1 December
Tuesday 2 December 11.00 am Mass
Teresa & Bill Moss
Wednesday 3 December 10.15 am Exposition
St Francis Xavier 11.00 am Mass
Migrants’ Day Margaret & John Butler
Thursday 4 December 11.00 am Mass
Ken Hindle
12.00 noon Funeral Service
Kenneth Alfred Smith
7.00 pm Novena & Benediction
Friday 5 December 11.00 am Mass
St John Almond Eileen Collins
Saturday 6 December 4.30 pm Vigil Mass
Kathleen Postlethwaite

Sunday 7 December 10.30 am Mass 8.30 am Mass
2nd Sunday of Advent (A) Gladys Daley The Parishioners

OFFERTORY COLLECTION PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS

23.11.25 £586.70 (£220.51 Gift Aid) Clara Chan, Doreane Child and Clare Lancaster.

Standing Orders £152.50 (£123.75 Gift Aid)

Digital Giving £169.50 (£70.00 Gift Aid)
Total £908.70
Fundraising £807.67 (Christmas Fair)

Thank you so much for your generosity.

CONFIRMATION 2026
If you are in Year 8 (or older) and would like to receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation in June/July 2026, please
pick up an application form from the back of church or
download it from the Parish website. Please complete
the form and return it to Fr Dave by 31 January. Many
thanks.

ARCHBISHOP MALCOLM’S EPISCOPAL JUBILEE
Next Saturday, 6 December, Archbishop Malcolm will
mark twenty-five years as a bishop during Mass in the
Cathedral at 12.00 noon. All are welcome.

CHRISTMAS WINTER WONDERLAND
Sunday 7 December from 12.00 noon at St Peter & St
Michael’s, Woolston. Meet Santa, Christmas Toy Stall,
Christmas Crafts, Spin the Wheel, BBQ Burger, Cakes &
Treats, Mulled Wine, Raffles & Prizes. All welcome.

CANDLELIT CAROL SERVICE
Our Family of Parishes (St Stephen’s, Blessed James Bell &
St Peter’s) are invited to gather for a Candlelit Carol
Service at St Benedict’s on Sunday 21 December at 4.00
pm. This short service of readings and carols will be
followed by mince pies and mulled wine.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
(Divine Office — Psalter Week 1)
Today 1st Sunday of Advent (A)
Readings Isaiah 2: 1-5; Romans 13: 11-14
Matthew 24: 37-44
Weekdays Advent — Week 1

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER
(Names can only be included with the person’s consent)
Those who are sick or homebound, especially:
St Benedict’s & St Mary’s
Teresa Barnsley, Kath Bradshaw, Malcolm Hackwell,
Jean Hendricks, Anne Hill, Mary Hinchliffe, Ged
Hughes, Jim Hyland, Vin Jackson, Susan Keating, Trina
Moulsdale, Christine Murphy, Ann Pearson, Vincent
Pinnock, Sandra Richardson, Kate Rigby, Pembolina
Smith, Matilde Valentine, Dolores Woodall.
St Oswald’s
Keith Bate, Brenda Brathing, Catherine Carne, Peter
Cox, Dave Ferris, Marguerite Jones, Jo Roberts, Claire
Taylor, Margaret Watts, Wilf Whelan.
Other Parishes
Mary Davies, Catherine Donaldson, June Fallon, James
Hutchinson, Archbishop Patrick Kelly, Margaret
Mobbs, Elizabeth Nash, Margaret Smith, Pamela
Watson, Carol Whitehouse.
Those who have died recently, especially:
Kenneth Alfred Smith, John Colduck.
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