PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary's & St Oswald's,
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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
24 August 2025

Introductory Rites

Gathering Song
Seek ye first (820) verses 1-3

Gloria
If sung, please join in singing the refrain.

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!
(Glory, glory, to God in the highest!)

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,

receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect

O God, who cause the minds of the faithful

to unite in a single purpose,

grant your people to love what you command
and to desire what you promise,

that, amid the uncertainties of this world,
our hearts may be fixed on that place
where true gladness is found.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading (Isaiah 66: 18-21)
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Thus says the LORD: ‘For | know their works and their
thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations
and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my
glory, and | will set a sign among them. And from them
| will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and
Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the
coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or
seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among
the nations. And they shall bring all your brothers from
all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses
and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on
dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem,” says the
LORD, ‘just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in
a clean vessel to the house of the LORD. And some of
them also | will take for priests and for Levites,’ says
the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 117

Go out to all the world
and tell the Good News.

1  Praise the Lord, all you nations;
glorify him, all you peoples!

2 For steadfast is his kindness toward us,
and the fidelity of the Lord endures forever.

Second Reading (Hebrews 12: 5-7, 11-13)
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Brothers and Sisters: Have you forgotten the
exhortation that addresses you as sons? ‘My son, do
not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be
weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines
the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he
receives.’ It is for discipline that you have to endure.
God is treating you as sons. For what son is there
whom his father does not discipline? For the moment
all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but
later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it.

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen
your weak knees, and make straight paths for your
feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint
but rather be healed.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

Gospel (Luke 13: 22-30)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
R. Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus went on his way through towns and
villages, teaching and journeying towards Jerusalem.
And someone said to him, ‘Lord, will those who are
saved be few?' And he said to them, ‘Strive to enter
through the narrow door. For many, | tell you, will seek
to enter and will not be able. When once the master of
the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin
to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying,
“Lord, open to us”, then he will answer you, "I do not
know where you come from.” Then you will begin to
say, “We ate and drank in your presence, and you
taught in our streets.” But he will say, “I tell you, | do
not know where you come from. Depart from me, all
you workers of evill” In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in
the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. And
people will come from east and west, and from north
and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God.
And behold, some are last who will be first, and some
are first who will be last.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God

the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen.

Bidding Prayers
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts
Song: Blest are you, Lord, God of all creation (603)

Prayer over the Offerings

O Lord, who gained for yourself a people by adoption
through the one sacrifice offered once for all,

bestow graciously on us, we pray,

the gifts of unity and peace in your Church.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Mass of Hope — Bernadette Farrell (559)

Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,

Holy Lord, Holy Lord, God of hosts.
Heav'n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed, blessed, blessed, blessed is he
who comes in the name,

who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Mystery of Faith

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,

until you come again.

Our Father
Notre pere... Téve Masy... Vater unser... Ojcze nasz...
Padre nostro... FHMAIRR

Sign of Peace
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you.

Communion
Song: One bread, one body (832)

Prayer after Communion

Complete within us, O Lord, we pray,
the healing work of your mercy

and graciously perfect and sustain us,
so that in all things we may please you.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite

Final Song
Go the Mass is ended (652)
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