PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary's & St Oswald's,

Warrington

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
17 August 2025

Introductory Rites

Gathering Song
All my hope in God is founded (959) verses 1-3, 5

Greeting & Penitential Act

Gloria
If sung, please join in singing the refrain:

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!
(Glory, glory, to God in the highest!)

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,

receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect

O God, who have prepared for those who love you

good things which no eye can see,

fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of your love,
so that, loving you in all things and above all things,

we may attain your promises,
which surpass every human desire.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading (Jeremiah 38: 4-6, 8-10)
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

In those days: The officials said to the king, ‘Let this
man, Jeremiah, be put to death, for he is weakening
the hands of the soldiers who are left in this city, and
the hands of all the people, by speaking such words to
them. For this man is not seeking the welfare of this
people, but their harm.’ King Zedekiah said, ‘Behold, he
is in your hands, for the king can do nothing against
you." So they took Jeremiah and cast him into the
cistern of Malchiah, the king's son, which was in the
court of the guard, letting Jeremiah down by ropes.
And there was no water in the cistern, but only mud,
and Jeremiah sank in the mud.

Ebed-melech went from the king's house and said to
the king, ‘My lord the king, these men have done evil
in all that they did to Jeremiah the prophet by casting
him into the cistern, and he will die there of hunger,
for there is no bread left in the city.” Then the king
commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ‘Take thirty
men with you from here, and lift Jeremiah the prophet
out of the cistern before he dies.’

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 40
Lord, come to my aid!

1 | have waited, waited for the LORD,
and he stooped toward me.

2 The LORD heard my cry.
He drew me out of the pit of destruction,
out of the mud of the swamp;
he set my feet upon a crag;
he made firm my steps.

Second Reading (Hebrews 12: 1-4)
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Brothers and Sisters: Since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking
to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God.

Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or
faint-hearted. In your struggle against sin you have not
yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

Gospel (Luke 12: 49-53)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
R. Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I came to cast
fire on the earth, and would that it were already
kindled! | have a baptism to be baptised with, and how
great is my distress until it is accomplished! Do you
think that | have come to give peace on earth? No, |
tell you, but rather division. For from now on in one
house there will be five divided: three against two and
two against three. They will be divided, father against
son and son against father; mother against daughter
and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against
mother-in-law.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Annual Mission Appeal

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
(All bow at the following words)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Bidding Prayers

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts
Song: Do not be afraid (972)

Prayer over the Offerings

Receive our oblation, O Lord,

by which is brought about a glorious exchange,
that, by offering what you have given,

we may merit to receive your very self.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Mass of Hope — Bernadette Farrell (559)

Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,

Holy Lord, Holy Lord, God of hosts.
Heav'n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed, blessed, blessed, blessed is he
who comes in the name,

who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Mystery of Faith

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,

until you come again.

Our Father
Notre pere... Téve Masy... Vater unser... Ojcze nasz...
Padre nostro... FHMAIRR

Sign of Peace
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you.

Communion
St O: Agnus Dei from Mozart's Mass in C

Prayer after Communion

Made partakers of Christ through these Sacraments,
we humbly implore your mercy, Lord,

that, conformed to his image on earth,

we may merit also to be his coheirs in heaven.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite

Final Song (for the Solemnity of the Assumption)
Hail, Queen of heav'n (356) Verses 1, 3-4

Acknowledgements

Excerpts from the English translation of 7he Roman Missal ©
2010 International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved. Scripture Readings from the
English translation of the Lectionary for Mass © 2023
Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales and
Bishops' Conference of Scotland. Psalm from the Lectionary
for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States © 1970,
1997, 1998 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc,
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.



