PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary's & St Oswald's,
Warrington

3rd Sunday of Easter (B)
14 April 2024

Introductory Rites

Gathering Song
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks (268)

Greeting & Penitential Act

Gloria
/f sung: Salazar (998)

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,

receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect

May your people exult for ever, O God,

in renewed youthfulness of spirit, so that,

rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption,
we may look forward in confident hope

to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading (Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19)
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Peter said to the people: ‘You are Israelites, and it is
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our
ancestors, who has glorified his servant Jesus, the same
Jesus you handed over and then disowned in the
presence of Pilate after Pilate had decided to release
him. It was you who accused the Holy One, the Just
One, you who demanded the reprieve of a murderer
while you killed the prince of life. God, however, raised
him from the dead, and to that fact we are the
witnesses.

‘Now | know, brothers, that neither you nor your
leaders had any idea what you were really doing; this
was the way God carried out what he had foretold,
when he said through all his prophets that his Christ
would suffer. Now you must repent and turn to God,
so that your sins may be wiped out.’

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 4
Lord, let your face shine on us.

1 When I call, answer me, O my just God,
you who relieve me when | am in distress;
have pity on me, and hear my prayer!

2 Know that the Lord does wonders

for his faithful one;

the Lord will hear me when | call upon him.
Second Reading (1 John 2: 1-5)
A reading from the first letter of St John

| am writing this, my children,

to stop you sinning;

but if anyone should sin,

we have our advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ, who is just;

he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away,
and not only ours,

but the whole world’s.

We can be sure that we know God

only by keeping his commandments.

Anyone who says, ‘| know him’,

and does not keep his commandments,

is a liar,

refusing to admit the truth.

But when anyone does obey what he has said,
God's love comes to perfection in him.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

Gospel (Luke 24: 35-48)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
R. Glory to you, O Lord.

The disciples told their story of what had happened on
the road and how they had recognised Jesus at the
breaking of bread.

They were still talking about all this when Jesus himself
stood among them and said to them, '‘Peace be with
you!" In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they
were seeing a ghost. But he said, 'Why are you so
agitated, and why are these doubts rising in your
hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is | indeed.
Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh
and bones as you can see | have." And as he said this
he showed them his hands and feet. Their joy was so
great that they still could not believe it, and they stood
there dumbfounded; so he said to them, 'Have you
anything here to eat?’ And they offered him a piece of
grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes.

Then he told them, ‘This is what | meant when | said,
while | was still with you, that everything written about
me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the
Psalms has to be fulfilled.” He then opened their minds
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘So
you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in
his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would
be preached to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.'

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily

Profession of Faith

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Bidding Prayers
After each intention:

Risen Saviour! R. Hear our prayer.
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts
Music: Awake thou wintery earth —J.S. Bach

Prayer over the Offerings

Receive, O Lord, we pray,

these offerings of your exultant Church, and,

as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring

may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Holy, Holy — Mass of Christ our Saviour (Dan Schutte)
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes,

who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

The Mystery of Faith

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Our Father
Notre pere... Téve Masy... Vater unser... Ojcze nasz...
Padre nostro... EfHIRR

Sign of Peace
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you.

Communion
Music: | will be with you (866)

Prayer after Communion

Look with kindness upon your people, O Lord,

and grant, we pray, that those you were pleased to
renew by eternal mysteries

may attain in their flesh

the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite
Blessing & Dismissal

Final Song
Battle is o'er (271)

The Offertory Collection takes place as you leave church —a
basket will be available, or you can use the Tap & Go’
facility. This collection is the main source of income for the
parish. Many thanks for your generosity.
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