PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary's & St Oswald's,
Warrington

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
8 October 2023

Introductory Rites

Gathering Song
, the Lord of sea and sky (865) verses 1 & 2

Rite of Welcome

Gloria

1  Father, we adore you,
lay our lives before you.
How we love you.

2 Jesus, we adore you...

3 Spirit, we adore you...

Terrye Coelho © 1972 CCCM Music (Admin. by
Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc).
CClL Licence No 241734,

Collect

Almighty ever-living God,

who in the abundance of your kindness
surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you,
pour out your mercy upon us

to pardon what conscience dreads

and to give what prayer does not dare to ask.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading (Isaiah 5: 1-7)

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Let me sing to my friend
the song of his love for his vineyard.

My friend had a vineyard

on a fertile hillside.

He dug the soil, cleared it of stones
and planted choice vines in it.

In the middle he built a tower,

he dug a press there too.

He expected it to yield grapes,

but sour grapes were all that it gave.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem

and men of Judah,

| ask you to judge

between my vineyard and me.

What could | have done for my vineyard
that | have not done?

| expected it to yield grapes.

Why did it yield sour grapes instead?

Very well, | will tell you

what | am going to do to my vineyard:

| will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on,
and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on.
| will lay it waste, unpruned, undug;

overgrown by the briar and the thorn.

| will command the clouds

to rain no rain on it.

Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts

is the House of Israel,

and the men of Judah

that chosen plant.

He expected justice, but found bloodshed,
integrity, but only a cry of distress.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80
The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.

1  Avine from Egypt you transplanted;
you drove away the nations and planted it.
It put forth its foliage to the Sea,
its shoots as far as the River.

2 Why have you broken down its walls,
so that every passer-by plucks its fruit,
The boar from the forest lays it waste,
and the beasts of the field feed upon it?

Second Reading (Philippians 4: 6-9)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you
need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much
greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill
your minds with everything that is true, everything that
is noble, everything that is good and pure, everything
that we love and honour, and everything that can be
thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all
the things that you learnt from me and have been
taught by me and have heard or seen that | do. Then
the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

Gospel (Matthew 21: 33-43)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the
people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, a
landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round,
dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased
it to tenants and went abroad. When vintage time
drew near he sent his servants to the tenants to collect
his produce. But the tenants seized his servants,
thrashed one, killed another and stoned a third. Next
he sent some more servants, this time a larger number,
and they dealt with them in the same way. Finally he
sent his son to them. "They will respect my son” he
said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
each other, “This is the heir. Come on, let us kill him
and take over his inheritance.” So they seized him and
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do
to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will bring those
wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to
other tenants who will deliver the produce to him
when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, 'Have you
never read in the scriptures:

It was the stone rejected by the builders
that became the keystone.

This was the Lord’s doing

and it is wonderful to see?

| tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken
from you and given to a people who will produce its
fruit.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily
Renewal of Baptismal Promises
Bidding Prayers
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts
Hymn: This day God gives me (673)

Prayer over the Offerings

Accept, O Lord, we pray,

the sacrifices instituted by your commands
and, through the sacred mysteries,

which we celebrate with dutiful service,
graciously complete the sanctifying work
by which you are pleased to redeem us.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Mass of Hope — Bernadette Farrell (559)
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,

Holy Lord, Holy Lord, God of hosts.
Heav’'n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed, blessed, blessed, blessed is he
who comes in the name,

who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Mystery of Faith

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,

until you come again.

The Lord’s Prayer
Notre pere... Téve Masy... Vater unser... Ojcze nasz...

Padre nostro... EAMRIRXEH

Sign of Peace
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you.

Communion
Anthem: God so loved the world — John Stainer
Song: Unless a grain (748)

Prayer after Communion

Grant us, almighty God,

that we may be refreshed and nourished

by the Sacrament which we have received,

so as to be transformed into what we consume.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite
Blessing & Dismissal

Final Song
City of God (824)

'VINEYARD

The Offertory Collection takes place as you leave
church — a basket will be available, or you can use the
‘Tap & Go' facility. This collection is the main source
of income for the parish. Many thanks for your
generosity.
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