
PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL 
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary’s & St Oswald’s, 

Warrington 
 

 
 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
20 August 2023 

 

 

Introductory Rites 
 
Gathering Song 
God is love, his the care (794) 
 
Greeting & Introduction 
 
Penitential Act 
 
Gloria 
Please join in singing the refrain: 
 

 Glory to God in the highest,  
 and on earth peace to people of good will. 
 
Collect 
Almighty God, ever-loving Father,  
your care extends beyond the boundaries  
of race and nation  
to the hearts of all who live.  
May the walls, which prejudice raises between us,  
crumble beneath the shadow of your outstretched arm.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading                        (Isaiah 56: 1, 6-7) 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with 
integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my 
integrity be manifest. 
 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord 
to serve him and to love his name and be his 
servants – all who observe the sabbath, not profaning 
it, and cling to my covenant – these I will bring to my 
holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of 
prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be 
accepted on my altar, for my house will be called a 
house of prayer for all the peoples. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 67 
 

 O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 

1 May God have pity on us and bless us; 
 may he let his face shine upon us. 
 So may your way be known upon earth; 
 among all nations, your salvation. 
 

2 May the nations be glad and exult 
 because you rule the peoples in equity; 
 the nations on the earth you guide. 
 
Second Reading        (Romans 11: 13-15, 29-32) 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the 
pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, 
but the purpose of it is to make my own people 
envious of you, and in this way save some of them. 
Since their rejection meant the reconciliation of the 
world, do you know what their admission will mean? 
Nothing less than a resurrection from the dead! God 
never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice. 
 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, 
and now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, 
so those who are disobedient now – and only because 
of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy mercy 
eventually. God has imprisoned all men in their own 
disobedience only to show mercy to all mankind. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Gospel        (Matthew 15: 21-28) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
R.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman 
from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of 
David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a 
devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his 
disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what 
she wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ 
He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up and 
was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He 
replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; 
but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from 
their master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, 
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be 
granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well 
again. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily 
 
Profession of Faith 
 

 We believe in God the Father, 



 from whom every family  
 in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

 We believe in God the Son, 
 who lives in our hearts through faith, 
 and fills us with his love. 
 

 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
 who strengthens us 
 with power from on high. 
 

 We believe in one God: 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
Bidding Prayers 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Preparation of the Gifts 
Chant:  Laudate omnes gentes (478) 
 

 Sing praises, all you peoples! 
 Sing praises to the Lord! 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
Lord,  
accept our sacrifice as a holy exchange of gifts.  
By offering what you have given us  
may we receive the gift of yourself.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Mass of Hope – Bernadette Farrell (559) 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
Holy Lord, Holy Lord, God of hosts. 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed, blessed, blessed, blessed is he  
who comes in the name, 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Mystery of Faith 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 
 
Sign of Peace 
Please exchange the Sign of Peace with those around 
you in whatever way is most comfortable for you. 
 

Communion 
Song:  One bread, one body (832) 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Lord,  
as you give us the body and blood of your Son,  
guide us with your Spirit  
that we may honour you not only with our lips,  
but also with the lives we lead,  
and so enter your kingdom. 
Through Christ our Lord.  
R.  Amen. 

Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing & Dismissal 
 
Final Song 
 

1 Help us accept each other 
 as Christ accepted us; 
 teach us as sister, brother, 
 each person to embrace. 
 Be present, Lord, among us 
 and bring us to believe: 
 we are ourselves accepted 
 and meant to love and live. 
 

2 Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, 
 as in our daily life 
 we struggle to be human 
 and search for hope and faith. 
 Teach us to care for people, 
 for all – not just for some, 
 to love them as we find them 
 or as they may become. 
 

3 Let your acceptance change us 
 so that we may be moved 
 in living situations 
 to do the truth in love; 
 to practice your acceptance 
 until we know by heart 
 the table of forgiveness 
 and laughter's healing art. 
 

4 Lord, for today's encounters 
 with all who are in need, 
 who hunger for acceptance, 
 for justice and for bread, 
 we need new eyes for seeing, 
 new hands for holding on: 
 renew us with your Spirit; 
 Lord, free us, make us one! 
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The Offertory Collection takes place as you leave church – a 
basket will be available, or you can use the ‘Tap & Go’ 
facility.  This collection is the main source of income for the 
parish.  Many thanks for your generosity. 
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