PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary's & St Oswald's,
Warrington

2nd Sunday of Lent (A)
5 March 2023

Introductory Rites

Entrance Procession
Immortal, invisible, God only wise (725)

Greeting & Introduction

Penitential Act
Music: Kyrie — Little Organ Mass (Haydn)

Collect

O God, who have commanded us

to listen to your beloved Son,

be pleased, we pray,

to nourish us inwardly by your word,
that, with spiritual sight made pure,
we may rejoice to behold your glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading (Genesis 12: 1-4)

A reading from the book of Genesis

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your
family and your father's house, for the land | will show
you. | will make you a great nation; | will bless you and
make your name so famous that it will be used as a
blessing.

‘| will bless those who bless you:
| will curse those who slight you.
All the tribes of the earth

shall bless themselves by you.’

So Abram went as the Lord told him.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 33

Lord, let your mercy be on us,
as we place our trust in you.

1  Upright is the word of the Lord,
and all his works are trustworthy.
He loves justice and right;
of the kindness of the Lord the earth is full.

2 See, the eyes of the Lord
are upon those who fear him,
upon those who hope for his kindness,
to deliver them from death
and preserve them in spite of famine.

Second Reading (2 Timothy 1. 8-10)
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy

With me, bear the hardships for the sake of the Good
News, relying on the power of God who has saved us
and called us to be holy — not because of anything we
ourselves have done but for his own purpose and by
his own grace. This grace had already been granted to
us, in Christ Jesus, before the beginning of time, but it
has only been revealed by the Appearing of our
saviour Christ Jesus. He abolished death, and he has
proclaimed life and immortality through the Good
News.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

Gospel (Matthew 17: 1-9)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother
John and led them up a high mountain where they
could be alone. There in their presence he was
transfigured: his face shone like the sun and his clothes
became as white as the light. Suddenly Moses and
Elijah appeared to them; they were talking with him.
Then Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘it is
wonderful for us to be here; if you wish, | will make
three tents here, one for you, one for Moses and one
for Eljah. He was still speaking when suddenly a
bright cloud covered them with shadow, and from the
cloud there came a voice which said, ‘This is my Son,
the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen to him." When
they heard this the disciples fell on their faces,
overcome with fear. But Jesus came up and touched
them. ‘'Stand up,’ he said ‘do not be afraid." And when
they raised their eyes they saw no one but only Jesus.

As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave
them this order, ‘Tell no one about the vision until the
Son of Man has risen from the dead.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God

the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen.

Bidding Prayers
Response after each intention:

Let us pray to the Lord.
R. Lord, have mercy.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts
Music: Adoramus te, Christe — Theodore Dubois

Prayer over the Offerings

May this sacrifice, O Lord, we pray,

cleanse us of our faults

and sanctify your faithful in body and mind
for the celebration of the paschal festivities.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Holy, Holy — Mass of Christ our Saviour (Dan Schutte)
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes,

who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

The Mystery of Faith

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

The Lord’s Prayer
Sign of Peace

Please understand if others don’t wish to shake hands
just now.

Communion
Song: Be still for the presence of the Lord (720)

Prayer after Communion

As we receive these glorious mysteries,

we make thanksgiving to you, O Lord,

for allowing us while still on earth

to be partakers even now of the things of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite

Blessing & Dismissal

Final Song
Shine, Jesus, shine (720) verses 1 & 3
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TRANSFIGURATION

A Sonnet by Malcolm Guite

For that one moment, ‘in and out of time’,
On that one mountain where all moments meet,
The daily veil that covers the sublime
In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet.
There were no angels full of eyes and wings
Just living glory full of truth and grace.
The Love that dances at the heart of things
Shone out upon us from a human face
And to that light the light in us leaped up,
We felt it quicken somewhere deep within,
A sudden blaze of long-extinguished hope
Trembled and tingled through the tender skin.
Nor can this blackened sky, this darkened scar
Eclipse that glimpse of how things really are.

From ‘Sounding the Seasons’ © 2012 Malcolm Guite.
Published by Canterbury Press, England.



