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From the desk, 

As we enter into 2022 with Covid raging all around us yet again, we could be forgiven for 
thinking ‘same old, same old’. Of course it’s never ‘same old’ for people of faith. Every day is 
a new beginning filled with opportunities to explore and discover more of the things of God. 
At the beginning of a new year we focus on those new opportunities more fully. Resolutions 
are made and broken. Hope and disappointment walk side by side as they always do but our 
hope if we have faith can never desert us. Yes, it can wane, and it can sometimes be a 
struggle to be hopeful but there is something in me that sees hope in the things of God as the 
gift we can offer the world. So, happy 2022. May it be a year full of potential and growth but 
more than that may it be filled with hope that you can share with others. If we can help you in 
any way please do get in touch. 

     Chris 

THE NEW YEAR 

 

Faithful companion, 

In this new year I pray:  

 

to live deeply, with purpose, 

to live freely, with detachment,  

to live wisely with humility, 

to live justly, with compassion,  

to live lovingly, with fidelity, to live  

     mindfully, with awareness,  

to live gratefully, with generosity, 

to live fully, with enthusiasm.  

 

Help me to hold this vision 

And to daily renew it in my heart,  

Becoming ever more one with you,  

My truest Self.  

 

                                   Joyce Rupp  



Moira’s Meanderings, 

As I write this I have been reflecting on the feast of the Epiphany, the magi arrived from one direction 

and returned in a different way. I was thinking that we all arrive at the point of the new year along a 

certain pathway, for many of us the journey of 2021 has been another difficult year. For me I pray 

that I may travel through the coming year with a positive mind set, recognising that God is with us all 

the way. I wonder where your path will take you and what you see ahead of you.  

Have a great year ahead.  

           ‘AGAPE MASS’ WITH THE EMMAUS FAMILY OF PRAYER  

                                 A Celebration of the Eucharist  

                                     3rd February 2022  
 

                     At ‘The Irenaeus Centre’ Great Georges Rd, 

                                     Liverpool L22 1RD. 
 

                                   All welcome!    
                 Also available with a Zoom link contact jenny@irenaeus.co.uk 

Contact us by email jenny@irenaeus.co.uk  

Or phone us 0151 949 1199 

Robert Frost says that there is something inside of us that hates a wall, that wants it 
down. That is also true for the wall of bad habit and the part that wants it down is the 
best part of us. Stated positively, there is something inside us that hates our own 
moral fat, that refuses death, even in this sense. 

There is something inside of us that is driven to the higher, that refuses to settle for 
second best, that wants to sing the new song that the psalmist speaks of, that believes 
in the possibility of resurrection. There is something inside of us that needs to keep on 
keeping on. 

Thus it is a sign of health that we keep making new resolutions, 
despite a life-long history of failure. Why? Because in striving to 
renew ourselves in the face of our own falling we are making an 
important act of faith: 

First of all, in making new resolutions we are saying: “I believe in a 
God who continues to love me, even when I can’t live up to it.” Every 
time I pick myself off the floor after a fall and begin again with some 
hope in my heart looking for a new start, I am saying the creed in a 
way that is considerably more radical, in terms of expressing actual 
belief in God, than is my too-easy Sunday recital of it. 

 To make a new resolution is to believe in God. 
Ronald Rolheiser 



Fr.Chris has written a new book,  

it would make a great gift for someone  

in this new year   

To order a copy send £9 + £1.50 postage 

to the Irenaeus Project 

32 Great Georges Rd. Liverpool L22 1RD 

Or contact jenny@irenaeus.co.uk  

A TIME OF UNVEILING 

I believe the Gospel is not about any idealism. It’s not about an ideal world 
where everybody loves everybody. It’s not idealism, it’s utter realism. The 
tragic sense of life, the absurd sense of everything, that’s the Gospel.  

We are living through a period of global disorder. People 

around the world are experiencing tremendous suffering, 

uncertainty, and disruption to their lives. Reality is 

being unveiled— systems of evil and injustice are being seen 

in greater clarity, and our collective “normal” has been 

radically upended. Walking through this chaos and despair 

can be difficult; but, ultimately, it is when everything seems 

adrift that the spiritual journey becomes both an anchor and 

a sail. God uses tragedy, suffering, pain—and even death to 

guide us into greater Love. 

Richard Rohr  

     Dementia Awareness Session  

                        (on Zoom) 

          7pm  8th February 2022 

Have you ever wanted to know more about Dementia 

• how it affects people? 

• how we can  relate to someone with dementia? 

This session will be approximately 45 minutes, led by Sr. Moira  

We will explore issues of Dementia and how you can help  someone to  

live well with Dementia? For a link contact jenny@irenaeus.co.uk  



Many of you will be aware that we have been given the use of 
St. Thomas's church in Waterloo and that we are  developing it 
into a spirituality and outreach centre .  

We will retain the sanctuary area as a space for prayer and 
reflection. This area will have bi-folding doors at the back so that 
it can be opened up.  

The current porch will become a 
reception area to welcome 
people. The back of the church 
will house the bookshop with the 
current side aisles being coffee 
points for those who drop in or 
who come for the various 
groups.  

The hall will be multi-purpose 
and used for the food bank, as a 
larger dining area for groups and 
for meetings of up to 45 people.  

We still  need your financial help  

ALL DONATIONS WELCOME! 

The central part of the Church is to be converted into a room 
that can seat 120 people, with bi-folding doors to create two 
smaller rooms, and when the whole area is opened up it will 
seat 200 people.  

THE IRENAEUS CENTRE  

WITH ST. THOMAS’ ORATORY 


