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From the desk,
During the days of Advent we will hear the prophets and Isaiah, primarily, pointing us beyond
and indeed condemning much of our religious practice to a way of life that is rooted in
intimacy with a God who wants to overwhelm us with the power of love. Advent points us
towards a God who will not be trapped, confined, caged or domesticated, a God that the
prophets understood.
Yet sadly most of us prefer unthreatening religion to the living God who breaks into our lives,
shatters our understandings and turns us upside down. It's often easier for us to keep God
small and manageable but God is always more. We have lots of events happening during
Advent to keep us journeying and not give in to the temptation to keep God in a box we can
control. Why not join us? May you have a happy and fruitful advent and when it comes a
blessed Christmas.
Chris

Zoom Scripture Evenings
led by Fr Chris Thomas
Tuesdays 14th and 21st December 2021
7.00 pm—8.30 pm
No charge but any donation gratefully received.
To book your place email
jenny@irenaeus.co.uk

Address
The Irenaeus Project
32 Great Georges Rd.
Liverpool L22 1RD
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Chris
07761304184
Moira:
07815171734
Office/ Jenny: 0151 949 1199
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Moira’s Meanderings,
The one thing that I really like about the season and particularly about Christmas, is that God
didn’t descend into a perfect world where we all kneel to pray in silence. The messiah was
born into what was probably a very noisy, smelly mess of a world where people got things
wrong, where there was forgiveness and healing. Its in the mess that we recognise the
wonder of Christmas. … the stars shine only in darkness, as we sing in the hymn, ‘Be still and
know I am with you’.
I wish you all a time when you are able to recognise God more and more in the world and in
your every day lives and that you have a ‘peace - filled’ Christmas.

Ann Ulanov,
a noted Jungian scholar,
theologian, and therapist
says:

To receive a link email
jenny@irenaeus.co.uk

Aliveness comes down to one thing
consenting to rise, to be dented,
impressed, pressed in upon, to re-join, to
open, to ponder, to be where we are in this
moment and see what happens, allowing
the breath of not knowing to be taken,
wanting to see what is there and what is
not there. Aliveness springs from our
making something of what we experience
and receiving what experience makes of
us. This is the wonder of the child the New
Testament always recommends us to
return to, what the philosopher Paul
Ricœur calls our “second naiveté”. . . . In
such a space we allow ourselves to
depend on something greater than
ourselves, to take what it gives us and
respond to it. . . .

‘AGAPE MASS’ WITH THE EMMAUS FAMILY OF PRAYER
A Celebration of the Eucharist
7pm 2nd December 2021
At ‘The Irenaeus Centre’ Great Georges Rd,
Liverpool L22 1RD.

All welcome!
Also available with a Zoom link contact jenny@irenaeus.co.uk

Fr.Chris has written a new book,
it would make a great Christmas Present.
To order a copy send £9 + £1.50 postage

to the Irenaeus Project
32 Great Georges Rd. Liverpool L22 1RD

Joan Chittister, when writing about advent says:
Hope is a thin and slippery thing, sorely tested and hard to come by in this culture.
We have seen the social fabric of the country rent, not only by others but even by
our own hands. We have sold violence and defended violence for years. We have
cut back on social programs and increased our military
spending on Neanderthal weaponry that wounds the national
infrastructure and gives little or no security.
We have substituted power for hope and found ourselves
powerless. We feel hopeless.
But hope is not for easy times, Advent reminds us. Hope
comes only when hope is gone, when our “hands are feeble”
and our “knees are weak” over what is coming upon our
worlds. Then hope and only hope reigns supreme.

Dementia Awareness Session
(on Zoom)
7pm 11th January 2022
Have you ever wanted to know more about Dementia
•

how it affects people?

•

how we can relate to someone with dementia?

This session will be approximately 45 minutes, led by Sr. Moira
We will explore issues of Dementia and how you can help someone to
live well with Dementia? For a link contact jenny@irenaeus.co.uk

THE IRENAEUS CENTRE

WITH ST. THOMAS’ ORATORY

We still need your financial help
ALL DONATIONS WELCOME!

Many of you will be aware that we have been given the use of
St. Thomas's church in Waterloo and that we are developing it
into a spirituality and outreach centre .
We will retain the sanctuary area as a space for prayer and
reflection. This area will have bi-folding doors at the back so that
it can be opened up.

The central part of the Church is to be converted into a room
that can seat 120 people, with bi-folding doors to create two
smaller rooms, and when the whole area is opened up it will
seat 200 people.

The current porch will become a
reception area to welcome
people. The back of the church
will house the bookshop with the
current side aisles being coffee
points for those who drop in or
who come for the various
groups.
The hall will be multi-purpose
and used for the food bank, as a
larger dining area for groups and
for meetings of up to 45 people.

