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My dear sisters and brothers, 
 

Covid-19 Update 

Last weekend, we returned to our old schedule of 

weekend Mass times.  The schedule, together with the 

new Covid-19 protocols, seemed to go quite well.  The 

10.30 am Mass at St Benedict’s had the largest 

congregation of 108.  While this is still smaller than it 

was before the pandemic, if it gets much larger, social 

distancing could become difficult.  If this happens, we 

will need to revert to two morning Masses at St 

Benedict’s until social distancing is no longer 

necessary.  The 4.30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass at St 

Oswald’s totalled 73 which is about same number that 

attended before the pandemic; the 8.30 am Mass was 

just 27 – about a third of what it used to be.  We’ll 

carry on for a few weeks and see how it goes. 
 

It's disappointing that the Government doesn’t seem to 

be concerned about the high rate of infection in the 

country.  The figures recorded are averaging at 35,000 

new infections a day.  This total is likely to be lower 

than the real number because the Government have 

still failed to inform the country about the different 

symptoms associated with the Delta variant.  The top 

five symptoms reported are like a cold: (1) Runny 

nose, (2) Headache, (3) Sneezing, (4) Sore throat, (5) 

Loss of smell. 
 

In Europe, countries have opened up like the UK, but 

three mitigations have remained in place – face 

coverings, social distancing, and vaccine passports.  

Consequently, the rate of infection, together with the 

number of hospitalisations and deaths, is massively 

smaller than in our own country. 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This weekend, we welcome Archbishop Malcolm who 

will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for 

young people across the Deanery.  Let’s keep the 

young people in our prayers.  As I said last week, I 

think it’s a lot harder for them to stand up for their 

faith in today’s society than perhaps it was for most of 

us when we were their age. 
 

Church reopens during the day 

I know that a lot of people have missed being able to 

call into church to pray during the day over the last 

eighteen months.  So I’m delighted to announce that St 

Benedict’s Church will reopen this Tuesday for daily 

prayer:  Monday to Friday, 9.30 am – 3.00 pm.   
 

Martha and Mary 

The Gospel for Mass last Tuesday was the well-known 

story of Martha and Mary.  The passage has suffered 

much misinterpretation over the centuries so that 

today’s Martha’s might feel less than Mary, and Mary 

might be seen as the ‘goody goody’.  But think on this:  

if it wasn’t for Martha, Jesus wouldn’t have got a meal!  
 

As I ponder the story, I think of all the Martha’s in our 

lives who shop and cook and clean for us.  Where 

would we be without them?  They make such a 

difference to our lives.  Then I think of Mary and 

remember there’s something else we need in our lives 

too:  simply to sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to him.  

How often do we do that?  Perhaps go in your 

imagination to the home of Martha and Mary 

sometime and picture yourself simply sitting at the 

feet of Jesus like Mary.  It’s a powerful prayer. 
 

God bless you, 

Fr Dave 

 

General Information 
 

1)  Fr Dave is available by phone (01925 630127) or by 

email frdave@rcaolp.co.uk  Address:  St Benedict’s 

Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE. 
 

2)  The Parish Office is open Monday to Friday, 9.00 

am – 5.00 pm.  The Parish Office email address is:  

blessedjamesbell@rcaolp.co.uk  
 

3)  Parish Website   www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk    
 

4)  Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Confession is available on request or by appointment. 
 

5)  Piety Stall – open after each Mass at St Benedict’s. 
 

6)  Ryfields Village – There is a Service of the Word & 

Communion every Sunday at 10.30 am. 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

 St Benedict’s St Oswald’s 

Sunday 10 October 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Day of Prayer for Prisoners and their 

Families 

10.30 am Mass 

Kathryn Ann Bradshaw  

 

(Sat) 4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

Stanislaw & Genowefa Matkowski 

8.30 am Mass 

The Parishioners 

2.00 pm Confirmations 

Monday 11 October 
St John XXIII, Pope 

  

7.00 pm Prayer Group 

Tuesday 12 October 

 

 10.00 am Mass 

Private Intention (LISC) 

Wednesday 13 October 

 

11.00 am Mass 

Nick Fagents 

 

Thursday 14 October 

 

 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Alfred & Mary Holt 

7.00 pm Novena to Our Lady 

Friday 15 October 

 

11.00 am Mass 

Hatch & O’Neill Families 

 

Saturday 16 October 

 

 4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

John Murphy 

Sunday 17 October 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

 

10.30 am Mass 

Joan Howl 

8.30 am Mass 

The Parishioners 

2.00 pm Confirmations 
 

CATHOLIC PICTORIAL 

The October edition of the Catholic Pictorial is 

available by the newsletters in church.  You can also 

read it online:   http://www.catholicpic.co.uk  
 

AFGHANISTAN CRISIS 

Although no longer in the news, the crisis in 

Afghanistan is far from over. 

1) CAFOD have written to thank us for our donation 

to their Afghanistan Crisis Appeal which totalled 

£512.14.  CAFOD are using this money to support their 

partners in Afghanistan as well as those in 

neighbouring countries who are receiving refugees. 

2) We also received additional donations of just over 

£500 to support the refugees from Afghanistan who 

will be coming to Warrington soon.   

3) Finally, thank you for all the donations of toiletries, 

etc.  People have been so generous that no more are 

needed for now. 
 

WARRINGTON FOODBANK 

1) With the cut in universal credit and the end of the 

furlough scheme, it is likely that families on low 

incomes are going to need help from the Foodbank 

through no fault of their own.  Therefore, I suggest we 

reboot our collections for the Foodbank.  So, if you buy 

an extra item when you’re out shopping, you can 

bring it to church, and we’ll take it to the Foodbank.   

2) As you may know, we have a small Foodbank at St 

Benedict’s to help those in need when the main 

Foodbank is closed, especially at weekends.   

3) You can find out more about the Foodbank here:  

https://warrington.foodbank.org.uk 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

(Divine Office – Psalter Week 4) 

Today  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Readings Wisdom 7: 7-11;  Hebrews 4: 12-13 

Mark 10: 17-30 

Weekdays Ordinary Time – Week 28 
 

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER 

Those who are sick or homebound, especially: 

St Benedict’s 

Vera Brindle, Ann Brown, Jean Hendricks, Anne Hill, 

Mary Hinchliffe, Thomas Ireland, Susan Keating, Peter 

Milner, Sandra Richardson, Kate Rigby, Ernie 

Roocroft, Margaret Russell-Cruise, Pembolina Smith, 

Matilde Valentine, Paul Vernon, Stephen Whitlow, 

Stuart Williams, Dolores Woodall. 

St Mary’s 

Luciano Bartolo, Hilda Creagan. 

St Oswald’s 

Keith Bate, Catherine Carne, Peter Cox, Susan Disley, 

Betty Fiddler, Margaret Inkersol, Sam Johnson, Miriam 

Jones, Mary Massey, Mike McCarrick, Jo Roberts, 

Cathy Spencer, Margaret Watts.  

Other Parishes 

Alan Brompton, Catherine Donaldson, Clare 

Holloway, John Hughes (Vietnam), June Fallon, Carole 

Hart, Fr Anthony Fagan, Pamela Watson (nee Park). 
 

Those who have died recently, especially: 

Linda Murphy, Maureen Harris & Margaret Green. 
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