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My dear sisters and brothers, 
 

Education Sunday 

Today is Education Sunday.  Bishop Marcus Stock, 

Bishop of Leeds and Chair of the Catholic Education 

Service, writes:  “Over the last eighteen months we 

have seen an upheaval affecting everyone in our 

society, the like of which has not been witnessed since 

the end of the Second World War.  The Covid-19 

pandemic has changed not only aspects of how we live 

our lives but has given us a chance to reflect on the 

fragility and preciousness of human life, on human 

solidarity, and the capacity to show love and support 

to our neighbours.   
 

“Like many other front-line workers, teachers, school 

leaders, and support staff have exemplified this love 

throughout the pandemic, going above and beyond to 

support the young people in their care.  It is only right 

therefore that on Education Sunday, we take this 

opportunity to offer prayers of thanksgiving for all 

who work in our Catholic schools and colleges, and to 

express our gratitude for their outstanding dedication 

and professionalism, especially during the pandemic. 
 

“Throughout the challenges they have faced in two 

national lockdowns, two sets of exam cohorts, and a 

managed return to schooling, the staff of all our 

schools have exemplified what it means to follow the 

command of Our Lord Jesus Christ to love our 

neighbour.  On behalf of the Catholic Education 

Service, I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to 

them and my appreciation for the vocation and 

mission they exercise in the community of the 

Church.” 

 

UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) 

As you may know, the UK will host the 26th UN 

Climate Change Conference (COP26) in Glasgow from 

31 October to 12 November 2021.  ‘COP’ means 

‘conference of parties’.  Leaders from 197 countries, 

including Pope Francis, who have signed up to the 

UN’s climate change treaty, will travel to Glasgow to 

take part in the conference.  This will be the largest 

gathering of world leaders ever to take place on British 

soil.   
 

The focus of the conference will be how to keep 

temperature rises below 1.5C.  If the world warms 

more than this threshold, millions more people in the 

most vulnerable communities around the globe will 

suffer from devastating droughts, storms, floods and 

other impacts of climate change.  Governments will be 

obliged to set out more ambitious goals for ending 

their contribution to climate change under the Paris 

Agreement (2015).   
 

CAFOD invite us to sign a petition urging the Prime 

Minister to make sure the communities hardest hit by 

the climate emergency are listened to at COP26.  You 

can sign the petition online here:  https://e-

activist.com/page/73304/petition/1  
 

Changes to Covid-19 Protocols 

Having taken advice, we will make the following 

changes to our protocols in the coming weeks: 

1)  Face coverings will continue to be required for 

Mass.  These need to cover both nose and mouth. 

2)  Contact tracing will continue but by using the QR 

codes posted at the entrance of the church.   

3)  Sanitising hands will also need to continue. 

4)  Social distancing:  The tape will be removed from 

the benches, but you will be requested to leave a space 

between the people either side of you (unless they are 

in the same household) and not sit directly in front of 

the person behind you or behind the person directly in 

front of you. 

5)  Communion will be brought back to its usual place 

in the Mass, but stewards will guide you forward a 

bench at a time to ensure social distancing. 

6)  Leaving church will also continue a bench at a time 

for now to ensure social distancing. 
 

Weekend Mass Times 

The old schedule of weekend Mass times will resume 

on 2/3 October with one change – the Saturday Vigil 

Mass will continue at 4.30 pm for the time being.  So, 

weekend Mass times will be:   

Saturday  4.30 pm  Vigil Mass at St Oswald’s 

Sunday  8.30 am  Mass at St Oswald’s 

Sunday  10.30 am  Mass at St Benedict’s 
 

God bless you, 

Fr Dave 

https://e-activist.com/page/73304/petition/1
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

 St Benedict’s St Oswald’s 

Sunday 12 September 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Education Sunday 

10.00 am Mass 

Rosalind & Peter Ward 

(Diamond Wedding) 

12.00 noon Mass (Parishioners) 

(Sat) 4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

Andy Banks  

10.30 am Service at Ryfields 

Monday 13 September 

St John Chrysostom 

  

Tuesday 14 September 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

 11.00 am Mass 

Bill & Teresa Moss 

Wednesday 15 September 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

11.00 am Mass 

Charles Eason 

 

Thursday 16 September 

Saints Cornelius & Cyprian 

 

2.30 pm Funeral Service 

Winifred ‘Nancy’ Ratcliffe 

11.00 am Mass 

People of London 

7.00 pm Novena to Our Lady 

Friday 17 September 

 

11.00 am Mass 

Bernie, Max and Leslie 

 

Saturday 18 September 

 

 2.00 pm First Communion Mass 

(Sat) 4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

Margaret Cripps 

Sunday 19 September 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Home Mission Sunday 

10.00 am Mass 

John & Doris Ryan, Catherine Shireby 

12.00 noon Mass (Parishioners) 

 

10.30 am Service at Ryfields 

 
 

AFGHANISTAN 

Thank you so much for the practical donations for the 

refugees arriving from Afghanistan, and for your 

incredible generosity to CAFOD’S Afghanistan Crisis 

Appeal which raised the magnificent sum of £502.14.  

In addition, we also received a very generous 

anonymous donation of £200 which we will use to 

help the refugees as they arrive in Warrington. 
 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS 

The annual Blessing of Animals will take place at St 

Benedict’s on Sunday 3 October at 2.00 pm.  This year 

the service will provide an opportunity to thank God 

for our animal friends who have kept us company 

during the pandemic, to remember our beloved pets 

who have died, and to pray for the many animals that 

suffer in our world.  Please let people know about the 

service.  
 

ST BENEDICT’S PARISH CENTRE 

Bingo each week on Tuesday and Friday from 1.30 pm 

with cakes, tea/ coffee, and the bar will be open. 

 

General Information 
 

1)  Fr Dave is available by phone (01925 630127) or by 

email frdave@rcaolp.co.uk  Address:  St Benedict’s 

Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE. 
 

2)  The Parish Office is open Monday to Friday, 9.30 

am – 4.00 pm. 
 

3)  Parish Website   www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk    

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

(Divine Office – Psalter Week 4) 

Today  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Readings Isaiah 50: 5-9;  James 2: 14-18 

Mark 8: 27-35 

Weekdays Ordinary Time – Week 24 
 

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER 

Those who are sick or homebound, especially: 

St Benedict’s &  

Vera Brindle, Ann Brown, Jean Hendricks, Anne Hill, 

Mary Hinchliffe, Thomas Ireland, Susan Keating, Peter 

Milner, Sandra Richardson, Kate Rigby, Ernie 

Roocroft, Margaret Russell-Cruise, Pembolina Smith, 

Brenda Snelson, Matilde Valentine, Paul Vernon, 

Stephen Whitlow, Stuart Williams, Dolores Woodall. 

St Mary’s 

Luciano Bartolo, Hilda Creagan. 

St Oswald’s 

Keith Bate, Catherine Carne, Peter Cox, Susan Disley, 

Betty Fiddler, Margaret Inkersol, Sam Johnson, Miriam 

Jones, Mary Massey, Mike McCarrick, Jo Roberts, 

Cathy Spencer, Margaret Watts.  

Other Parishes 

Alan Brompton, Catherine Donaldson, Clare 

Holloway, John Hughes (Vietnam), June Fallon, Carole 

Hart, Fr Anthony Fagan, Pamela Watson (nee Park). 
 

Those who have died recently, especially: 

Winifred ‘Nancy’ Ratcliffe. 
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