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My dear sisters and brothers, 
 

“Near restful waters he leads me” 

I’m sure you recognise those words from Psalm 22 (or 

23 in some Bibles).  They come from the world’s best-

known Psalm – “The Lord is my Shepherd”.  It’s the 

Psalm given to us for today’s Mass.  The words, “Near 

restful waters he leads me”, make me think of the 

summer holidays when we try to take some time to 

rest.  This is what Jesus advises in today’s Gospel.  He 

tells his disciples, “You must come away to some 

lonely place all by yourselves and rest for a while.” 
 

I know I need to do this.  I’m feeling very tired.  So 

after the Masses next Sunday, I’m going to take ten 

days off to rest.  Our schools will be breaking up this 

week too.  I can tell the staff and the children are tired.  

They’ve had a lot of challenges this year.  I hope they 

can have a really good rest during August and come 

back refreshed and renewed in September. 
 

When I take my break, I’m going to close our churches 

for ten days so that our stewards can have a break too.  

They have done an immense job over the last 12 

months.  It’s because of them that we have been able to 

open our churches and celebrate Mass.  They not only 

deserve a break but need one too! 
 

The ten days that our churches are closed, 26 July – 4 

August, include a Sunday.  I could ask one of our 

retired priests to come and celebrate Mass, but I’m not 

going to do that this year.  I don’t feel it’s right to ask a 

retired priest to travel into an area where the rate of 

infection is high.  So, on Sunday 1 August, I invite you 

to keep the Lord’s Day in your own way at home like 

so many of you did during the lockdown. 
 

Covid-19 Update 

Tomorrow, 19 July, the Prime Minister is due to 

remove most of the restrictions that are currently in 

place to prevent the spread of Covid-19.  Many 

scientists have implored him not to do this while the 

number of infections is growing exponentially.  It 

leaves too many people at risk – a third of the adult 

population are not vaccinated, our children and young 

people are not vaccinated, and those who are clinically 

vulnerable will have to shield again. 
 

The Bishops’ Conference and our own Archdiocese 

have sent through suggestions for changes we can 

make to what we are doing in church, but I feel it is 

simply too risky to change the protocols we have in 

place at present.  So, except for a few small changes in 

the coming weeks, I suggest we continue to operate as 

we are for now – at least until we see the rate of 

infection fall to a safe level.  So please continue to wear 

a face covering for Mass, maintain social distancing, 

watch what you touch and sanitise your hands.   
 

One thing that will change is sticky benches!  We no 

longer need to sanitise the benches so often because 

we now know that catching the virus from the benches 

in church is low risk.  So, in the next couple of weeks, 

we’ll wash the benches with hot soapy water which 

should get rid of all that stickiness. 
 

Another change concerns Baptisms, Weddings and 

Funerals.  These are proving to be quite a challenge for 

our stewards because most of those attending don’t 

normally come to church.  We have found admitting 

80 at St Oswald’s difficult to manage whereas 

admitting 50 at St Benedict’s has been easier.  So, for 

now, I am restricting attendance to 50 for these 

sacraments in both churches. 
 

I do hope you can have a break over the summer, even 

if it’s a ‘staycation’.  Do take care, stay safe, and track 

what you touch! 
 

God bless you, 

Fr Dave 

 

General Information 
 

1)  Fr Dave is available by phone (01925 630127) or by 

email frdave@rcaolp.co.uk  Address:  St Benedict’s 

Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE. 
 

2)  Parish Office is open at present from Tuesday to 

Friday, 9.30 am – 4.00 pm. 
 

3)  Parish Website   www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk    

mailto:frdave@rcaolp.co.uk
http://www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk/


MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

 St Benedict’s St Oswald’s 

Sunday 18 July 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

10.00 am Mass 

Ron Monks 

12.00 noon Mass (Parishioners) 

(Sat) 4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

Bishop-elect Tom Neylon 

Monday 19 July  Mass at St Oswald’s School 

Tuesday 20 July  11.00 am Mass 

Lesley Wordsworth 

Wednesday 21 July 

 

11.00 am Mass 

Pat Rourke 

 

Thursday 22 July 

Feast of St Mary Magdalene  

 11.00 am Mass 

Andrea Holt 

7.00 pm Novena to Our Lady 

Friday 23 July 

Feast of St Bridget 

No Morning Mass today 

(Mass at St Benedict’s School) 

 

Saturday 24 July 

 

 4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

Successful Operation (R) 

Sunday 25 July 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

World Day for Grandparents and the 

Elderly 

10.00 am Mass 

The Parishioners 

12.00 noon Mass 

Angela & Mike Birchall 

 

 

 

COVID-19 DELTA VARIANT 

It’s important to remember two things.  First, even if 

you have received two jabs, you can still catch Covid-

19 and transmit it to others.  However, the vaccine 

should prevent you becoming seriously ill.  Secondly, 

the Delta variant is presenting different symptoms.  

The top five symptoms reported are: (1) Headache, (2) 

Sore Throat, (3) Runny Nose, (4) Fever, (5) Cough.  
 

ARCHDIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 

Sadly, the annual Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

has had to be cancelled for the second year running.  

Instead, there will be a Lourdes ‘At Home’ Pilgrimage 

which you can watch online or attend in person.  You 

will find details of the pilgrimage, which starts next 

Sunday, on the parish website and on a sheet next to 

the newsletters in church.  Next Sunday, we will 

celebrate Masses in honour of Our Lady of Lourdes as 

has become our custom.  
 

SECOND COLLECTION 

There is a Second Collection as you leave church today 

to support our priests living in retirement. 
 

BISHOP-ELECT TOM NEYLON 

The Archbishop will ordain Canon Tom Neylon as 

Bishop on Friday 3 September at 12.00 noon in 

Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral.  There will be 

unreserved seats in the Cathedral for people who wish 

to attend, and while tickets are not being issued, it 

would be helpful if you would let the Cathedral know 

if you intend to go to the Mass by emailing 

c.hanlon@metcathedral.org.uk  Please note: parking will 

be restricted at the Cathedral and you are asked to be 

seated by 11.30 am. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

(Divine Office – Psalter Week 4) 

Today  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Readings Jeremiah 23: 1-6 

  Ephesians 2: 13-18 

  Mark 6: 30-34 

Weekdays Ordinary Time – Week 16 
 

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER 

Those who are sick or homebound, especially: 

St Benedict’s 

Vera Brindle, Ann Brown, Josie Hackwell, Jean 

Hendricks, Anne Hill, Mary Hinchliffe, Thomas 

Ireland, Susan Keating, Peter Milner, Sandra 

Richardson, Kate Rigby, Ernie Roocroft, Margaret 

Russell-Cruise, Pembolina Smith, Brenda Snelson, 

Matilde Valentine, Paul Vernon, Stephen Whitlow, 

Stuart Williams. 

St Mary’s 

Luciano Bartolo, Hilda Creagan. 

St Oswald’s 

Catherine Carne, Peter Cox, Jan Davies, Susan Disley, 

Betty Fiddler, Margaret Inkersol, Sam Johnson, Miriam 

Jones, Mary Massey, Mike McCarrick, Jo Roberts, 

Mark Van Schoor, Cathy Spencer, Margaret Watts.  

Other Parishes 

Alan Brompton, Catherine Donaldson, Clare 

Holloway, John Hughes (Vietnam), June Fallon, Carole 

Hart, Fr Anthony Fagan, Pamela Watson (nee Park). 
 

Those who have died recently, especially: 

Mary Seymour. 
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