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STATEMENT FROM THE CATHOLIC  

BISHOPS OF ENGLAND 

On 19 July, the current legislative powers which assist 

the mitigations against the Covid-19 virus 

transmission were rescinded by HM Government. 

Nevertheless, there is an encouragement to personal 

and corporate responsibility in this area; as the Prime 

Minister said in his most recent statement “The 

pandemic is not over.” Even without this legislation in 

place, the Church in England and Wales is adopting a 

cautious approach to capacity and activity within our 

buildings, especially at corporate acts of worship. 
 

We are mindful of the certain fact that the Covid-19 

virus is still circulating in society. Vaccines provide 

genuine protection against the worst effects of the 

virus, yet we recognise the legitimate fear on the part 

of some who otherwise desire to gather for Mass. It is 

our continuing judgement, therefore, that it is not 

possible at the present time for all of the faithful to 

attend Mass on a Sunday thus fulfilling their duty to 

God. 
 

It is hoped that it will be possible for all Catholics in 

England and Wales to fulfil this most important 

Church precept, that of the Sunday Obligation, by the 

First Sunday in Advent 2021. 
 

In the meantime, all Catholics are asked to do their 

best to participate in the celebration of the weekly 

Sunday Mass and to reflect deeply on the centrality of 

Sunday worship in the life of the Church. 
 

In April, following our Plenary Assembly, we offered a 

reflection on the experience of the extraordinary long 

months of the pandemic. It was titled The Day of the 

Lord. We also began to look at the way forward. We 

spoke about the important invitation to restore the 

Sunday Mass to its rightful centrality in our lives. We 

asked for a rekindling in our hearts of a yearning for 

the Real Presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, as our 

response to the total, sacrificial love that Jesus has for 

us. We said: “The Eucharist should be the cause of our 

deepest joy, our highest manner of offering thanks to 

God and for seeking his mercy and love. We need to 

make it the foundation stone of our lives.” 
 

May this continue to be our striving during these 

coming months as we journey back to the full 

celebration of our Sunday Mass and our renewed 

observance of ‘The Day of the Lord’. 
 

The Bishops’ Reflection, ‘The Day of the Lord’, is available 

on the parish website, and there will be copies available in 

church next weekend. 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Fr Dave writes:  As I mentioned at Mass last weekend, 

one of my chief concerns during the current pandemic 

has been those parishioners who are sick and/or 

homebound.  Most of them have not been able to have 

visits or receive communion in over a year! 
 

During August, I hope to visit as many as I can as well 

as celebrating Mass in Care and Residential Homes 

where possible.  However, I need help to do this as we 

have over ninety parishioners that I know of who are 

homebound.   
 

If you feel you could help, please let me know.  Your 

safety and that of those you visit is paramount.  So, it 

will be advisable to take a lateral flow test before you 

visit, to wear PPE, and to do things a little differently 

as we have been doing in church for the last twelve 

months.  Deacon Tony and I are well rehearsed in 

these procedures and are happy to support you. 
 

 
 



MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

 St Benedict’s St Oswald’s 

Sunday 1 August 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

No Masses today  

Monday 2 August   

Tuesday 3 August  No Mass today 

Wednesday 4 August 

St John Vianney 

No Mass today  

Thursday 5 August 

 

10.15 am Funeral Mass 

Mary Seymore 

 

Friday 6 August 

Feast of the Transfiguration 

11.00 am Mass 

Private Intention (LISC) 

 

Saturday 7 August 

 

 (Sat) 4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

Kathleen Postlethwaite 

Sunday 8 August 

Feast of St Oswald, King & Martyr 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

10.00 am Mass 

The Parishioners 

12.00 noon Mass (Marmie Gibb) 

 

 

COVID-19 DELTA VARIANT 

It’s important to remember two things.  First, even if 

you have received two jabs, you can still catch Covid-

19 and transmit it to others.  However, the vaccine 

should prevent you becoming seriously ill.  Secondly, 

the Delta variant is presenting different symptoms.  

The top five symptoms reported are: (1) Headache, (2) 

Sore Throat, (3) Runny Nose, (4) Fever, (5) Cough.  
 

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER and SENDCO 

St Benedict's Catholic Primary School 

L8 (£50,151) - L12 (£55,338) 

See School website for full details 

 

General Information 
 

1)  Fr Dave is available by phone (01925 630127) or by 

email frdave@rcaolp.co.uk  Address:  St Benedict’s 

Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE. 
 

2)  The Parish Office will be open on Thursday and 

Friday this week, 9.30 am – 4.00 pm. 
 

3)  Parish Website   www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk    
 

4)  Baptisms, Marriages & Funerals 

Up to 50 people can attend a Baptism, Wedding or 

Funeral at St Benedict’s and St Oswald’s for now 
 

5)  Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Confession is available on request or by appointment. 
 

6)  Piety Stall 

The Piety Stall is open after Mass at St Benedict’s.  At 

St Oswald’s, please ask Fr Dave after Mass if you want 

to visit the stall. 
 

7)  Toilets 

The toilets have reopened.  Please ensure you sanitise 

whatever you touch after use.  Thank you. 

POPE FRANCIS 

“It would be good to ask ourselves every day: “What 

do I bring to Jesus today?” He can do a lot with one of 

our prayers, with a gesture of charity for others. This is 

how God loves to act: He does great things, starting 

from those small things” (25 July 2021). 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

(Divine Office – Psalter Week 2) 

Today  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Readings Ex 16: 2-4, 12-15;  Eph 4: 17, 20-24 

John 6: 24-35 

Weekdays Ordinary Time – Week 18 
 

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER 

Those who are sick or homebound, especially: 

St Benedict’s & St Mary’s 

Luciano Bartolo, Vera Brindle, Ann Brown, Hilda 

Creagan, Jean Hendricks, Anne Hill, Mary Hinchliffe, 

Thomas Ireland, Susan Keating, Peter Milner, Sandra 

Richardson, Kate Rigby, Ernie Roocroft, Margaret 

Russell-Cruise, Pembolina Smith, Brenda Snelson, 

Matilde Valentine, Paul Vernon, Stephen Whitlow, 

Stuart Williams. 

St Oswald’s 

Keith Bate, Catherine Carne, Peter Cox, Jan Davies, 

Susan Disley, Betty Fiddler, Margaret Inkersol, Sam 

Johnson, Miriam Jones, Mary Massey, Mike 

McCarrick, Jo Roberts, Mark Van Schoor, Cathy 

Spencer, Margaret Watts.  

Other Parishes 

Alan Brompton, Catherine Donaldson, Clare 

Holloway, John Hughes (Vietnam), June Fallon, Carole 

Hart, Fr Anthony Fagan, Pamela Watson (nee Park). 
 

Those who have died recently, especially: 

Mary Seymour, Josie Hackwell and Mary Robinson. 
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