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Love of Neighbour 
 

 
 

Mercy 
In 2015, the Catholic Church opened a Jubilee Year of 
Mercy with a strong statement from the pope entitled 
in Latin Misericordiae Vultus and in English, The Face of 
God’s Mercy. In this statement, the Church teaches us 
how we Christians can learn to show mercy to one 
another and to the broader world.  
 
As we consider how to best show love to our 
neighbours, the principal spiritual gift we need is such 
mercy. The source of it, of course, is Jesus himself who 
shows us the mercy of the Father. God’s mercy is rich 
and everlasting, and ours toward each other must be the 
same. 
 
As we think about mercy, we will come to see that it is 
not merely an abstract idea. Throughout history, God 
has been “merciful in practice.” Mercy is not a mere 
theology but a way we see and understand God. God is 
mercy and love. God has touched real people’s lives: 
securing justice for the oppressed, giving food to the 
hungry, letting prisoners free, opening the eyes of the 
blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, 
loves the just, watches over travellers, supports widows 
and orphans, and brings the wicked to ruin. He heals the 
broken hearted and binds up their wounds.  
 
And how does the Lord do this? The answer is within our 
theology of baptism: he does it through us. We are his 
hands and feet today and if we don’t care for those in 
need, who will? 
 
Gaze on Jesus 
When we gaze on Jesus, we see that he embodies God’s 
love for us. The stories he told and the signs he worked 
were all designed to reveal God’s mercy: to the sick, the 
suffering, the stranger, the rejected, and the sinner. Our 
task as his disciples and apostles is to do the same 
within our homes, our parishes, our deaneries, and our 
whole Archdiocese. 
 
Saint Bede the Venerable wrote an excellent reflection 
about how Jesus called Matthew, a public sinner and tax 
collector. Jesus looked on that man with mercy, 
according to Bede. He saw beyond the sins to the heart 
of Matthew. Jesus said in essence to Matthew, “I know 

who you are and what you’ve done but I hold nothing 
against you and I choose you.” Likewise, Jesus looks on 
us, sinners though we are, and says the same to us: I 
know you and what you’ve done but because you’ve 
been such a great sinner you will also be a great minister 
of mercy. How can we refuse? 
 
And isn’t Jesus correct? We have been great sinners! 
We’ve lived in great comfort while his beloved poor 
suffer daily in their grind. We’ve ignored the plight of 
refugees and immigrants. We’ve judged others harshly 
and excluded them even from the Church because we 
think their sins are greater than our own! We’ve been 
selfish, unkind, and greedy. And yet…  
 
And yet, unbelievably, Jesus has offered us mercy and 
forgiven our trespasses. Therefore, now is the time for 
us to follow the way of Jesus and look with compassion 
on those around us. God is our Father who never gives 
up, even on a prodigal son who betrayed him. He seeks 
out the lost sheep. We are that lost sheep ourselves. And 
since God has had such mercy on us, how dare we turn 
away from those most in need of our mercy? 
 
How dare we not show mercy? 
The basis of Jesus’ teaching on mercy is in Matthew 18. 
There we read the story of the servant whose great debt 
was forgiven by his master only to pounce without 
mercy on someone who owed him far less. The master 
was infuriated by this. “Should not you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” the 
master asks (Mt 18:33).  
 
So, I ask again, how dare we now fail to show mercy 
toward those who need it most? How dare we refuse 
mercy or cast judgement on an immigrant neighbour, 
on those who are chronically sick, on the elderly, on a 
gay neighbour, on people of a different race, on 
someone who’s been in prison, on single parents, 
unmarried couples, on those who are lonely, or even on 
those whom we dislike? How dare we, indeed? 
 
A pilgrim Church 
Finally, in our religious tradition, as in this Synod, we 
have valued the idea of being on a journey toward the 
heart of the Lord. We are a pilgrim Church “together on 
the road.” Pilgrims must always move away from their 
comfort zones and walk out into new places. Our 
pilgrimage must always lead us to greater mercy. To 
succeed at this, we must take Jesus’ teaching seriously:  
 
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, 
and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be 
put into your lap. For the measure you give will be the 
measure you get back” (Luke 6:37-38).  
 
The Lord asks us above all, not to judge and not to 
condemn. Withholding judgement is the beginning of 
mercy. 
 
Reproduced from ‘Together on the Road’ – A resource for 
Synod 2020 © Archdiocese of Liverpool. 
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Community Building 
 

 
 

We have one another 
Having considered what love of neighbour means in the 
real terms set down for us by Jesus himself, we may 
wonder where we will find the courage and energy to 
become people of such great mercy. The answer lies in 
a great gift which Jesus has also given us: one another. 
Alone we can do nothing.  
 
In our long tradition as Christians, we have honoured 
the practice of gathering ourselves together in small 
groups. In the early centuries of our history, we 
celebrated Sunday in each other’s homes because there 
were no formal church buildings then. But, down 
through the centuries, the practice of the Catholic faith 
got to be more and more private. Sometimes even when 
we were at Mass everyone was praying—not the Mass 
itself—but from a private “prayer book” of devotions. 
These devotions do have an important place in our lives 
but when they replace shared prayer we must ask if they 
serve the community well. 
 
Faith-talk 
The question before us today—and this was very much 
on the mind of Synod members—is how we can support 
and encourage a strong community spirit within our 
parishes.  
 
We know that parishes in which there is faith-talk, are 
much more likely to be faith-full. They tend to the poor, 
care for the sick, volunteer in the community, have 
vibrant liturgies. Faith-talk means seeing the events of 
life through the lens of shared faith. All the material we 
have studied in these reflection sessions about how a 
parish can become a safe place for people to grow 
through accompaniment, showing people mercy, 
inclusivity, withholding judgements, working alongside 
young parents in faith formation, extending a genuine 
welcome to liturgy, and becoming centres of justice and 
peace apply here to developing warm and loving 
community life.  
 
On our part as parish leaders, we are required to be bold 
and generous as we undertake the efforts needed to 
build and sustain community spirit. Among the support 
groups on which we can rely are the small groups who 
meet to share faith and these can be a powerhouse in 
parish life. 
 

One thing for us to bear in mind as we develop 
community is that not every marriage in the parish has 
two Catholics involved it. Our families are broadly 
diverse including people of many faiths, couples who’ve 
had the sad experience of love that failed but are now 
back on track with a second spouse, same-sex couples, 
many raising children households that come from 
cultures and races which aren’t common to us in 
England, families who struggle with loss, addiction, 
violence, and disruption, all the many households now 
in which unemployment due to Covid-19 is the new 
tough reality and their financial future or even their 
ability to make house payments is in jeopardy, and need 
I say? many others… 
 
Plans for building community can’t address only those 
who “seem normal to us.” Community building seems 
like a safe and innocuous project but it will be messy, 
trust me. 
 
All of this brings to mind something we learned in this 
paraphrase of The Joy of the Gospel #49: 
 
“So, let us go forth to offer people life in Christ. Teach 
them the art of self-giving love. I know it will be messy 
but…I prefer a Church which is bruised and dirty but out 
on the streets to one that is safe and sound, but hiding 
behind its doors. If anything should bother us, it’s not 
that the Church is bold and reckless in love, but that so 
many people are living without the comfort of knowing 
about the self-giving, self-emptying love of Christ. Our 
fear, if we are to have a fear, is not that we might go 
astray because we have welcomed too many or offered 
too much mercy or even forgiven too many sins. No, our 
fear should be that we might remain shut up in our 
ancient laws and customs, being harsh judges of others, 
while the people of God wait at our gates, starving for 
the food that we can give them. As Jesus put it, ‘You give 
them something to eat’” (Mark 6:37). 
 
Pope Francis has called on all of us parish leaders to get 
out of our sanctuaries, out where the sheep are 
searching for a shepherd. He wants us to smell like those 
sheep. Here are his directions to us for this Synod goal 
from this paraphrase of The Joy of the Gospel #24: 
 
“We want to show God’s mercy to all. This happens in 
people’s daily lives; we must get out of our churches and 
down onto the streets for this. There we get involved by 
word and deed in people’s daily lives, no matter how 
messy they are. We will build bridges and be willing to 
humble ourselves if necessary. We embrace human life, 
touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others. People 
who go out like this take on the “smell of the sheep” and 
the sheep are willing to hear their voice.”  
 
And that, my friends, is how we build community in 
today’s Church. 
 
Reproduced from ‘Together on the Road’ – A resource for 
Synod 2020 © Archdiocese of Liverpool. 
 


