
PARISH OF BLESSED JAMES BELL 
Serving St Benedict’s, St Mary’s & St Oswald’s, 

Warrington 

 

Newsletter 
3rd Sunday of Easter (B) 

18 April 2021 
 

My dear sisters and brothers, 
 

Blessing of Same-Sex Unions 

Recently, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith (CDF) issued a response to a dubium.  A dubium 

is a question put to the CDF.  The question concerned 

the blessing of same-sex unions.  Last week, 

Archbishop Malcolm wrote to the clergy of the 

Archdiocese about the CDF’s response.  He has given 

permission for us to share what he wrote: 
 

“The recent response by the CDF to a dubium on the 

blessing of same-sex unions has caused some hurt 

amongst the faithful of the archdiocese and beyond.  I 

have received correspondence myself on the issue, 

with one father writing in a letter that his son, who is 

gay, “is suffering because he has read about the recent 

pronouncement.”  I am sure that the sentiment of this 

parent will echo the sentiments of many parents, and I 

have no doubt that this suffering is felt acutely.  I also 

know that some of you will have heard similar 

sentiments from people you minister to and, perhaps, 

you have felt it yourselves.  
 

“It is important therefore that we reach out to all our 

LGBT+ brothers and sisters, to show them that they 

have a place at the heart of our Church, and our 

archdiocese. As Archbishop Mark Coleridge, 

Archbishop of Brisbane, has been reported as saying 

recently, the latest pronouncement should give us 

greater impetus to another conversation about 

inclusion.  Indeed, our Synod is, in one sense, just this:  

staying faithful to Tradition, but being open, through 

our learning, reflection, prayer and discernment, to the 

new insights which the Holy Spirit offers to us about 

the depths and breadth of God’s creation.  
 

“We are a stronger and more powerful witness to 

Christ because of the presence of our LGBT+ brothers 

and sisters, indeed, because of the inclusion of all the 

people of God.  Far from denying their experience, and 

the reality of their lives, we should learn from them 

and hear God speaking through that reality.  We 

would be poorer without them.  
 

“It is my hope and prayer that we will find new ways 

of expressing this inclusivity, understanding the 

language we use, and employing the talents of 

everyone, to witness more profoundly in our lives as 

priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful, a 

fundamental Gospel teaching: that God’s love has no 

limits.” 
 

Volunteer Stewards 

Many thanks to the two parishioners who responded 

to my appeal for more volunteer stewards.  We could 

really do with some more to go on a reserve list so that 

we can continue to keep our churches open and 

provide the sacraments.  Please have a think about it. 
 

With my prayers, 

Fr Dave 

 

General Information 
 

1)  Fr Dave is available by phone (01925 630127) or by 

email frdave@rcaolp.co.uk  Address:  St Benedict’s 

Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE. 
 

2)  Parish Office 

This week:  The Parish Office will be open Tuesday to 

Friday, 10.00 am – 4.00 pm. 
 

3)  Parish Website   www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk    
 

4)  Baptisms, Marriages & Funerals 

Providing we have stewards available and the rate of 

infection in the community remains low, Funerals can 

now be held in church again.  At this time, only 30 

people may attend a funeral.  For Weddings, up to 15 

people may attend; for Baptisms, only a single 

household may attend (Godparents are to be by 

proxy).  The Government will review these numbers 

no earlier than 17 May. 
 

5)  Care of the Sick & Dying 

Fr John and Fr Dave continue to cover the hospital.  If 

you are concerned about a loved one, please ask the 

hospital to page us and we will attend as soon as 

possible.  If you’re worried about a loved one in a care  

home, please ask the care home to contact us directly.   

mailto:frdave@rcaolp.co.uk
http://www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk/


MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

 St Benedict’s St Oswald’s 

Sunday 18 April 

3rd Sunday of Easter (B) 

10.00 am Mass 

Ian Whelan 

12.00 noon Mass (Parishioners) 

(Sat) 4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

Kathleen Postlethwaite 

Monday 19 April   

Tuesday 20 April 

Blessed James Bell 

 11.00 am Mass 

Philomena Maddock 

Wednesday 21 April 11.00 am Mass 

Maureen Irwin 

 

Thursday 22 April  11.00 am Mass 

Alice & Samuel Taylor 

7.00 pm Novena 

Friday 23 April 

Solemnity of St George 

11.00 am Mass 

Private Intention (LISC) 

 

Saturday 24 April  4.30 pm Vigil Mass 

Bill & Teresa Moss 

Sunday 25 April 

4th Sunday of Easter (B) 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

10.00 am Mass 

The Parishioners 

12.00 noon Mass (Tom Webb) 

 

 

 

The Season of Easter lasts for 50 days and 
concludes with the great feast of Pentecost. 

 

BLESSED JAMES BELL 

This Tuesday, 20 April, is the Memorial of Blessed 

James Bell.  Since the Sundays of Easter take priority 

over patronal feasts, we’ll do what we’ve done before 

and transfer the feast to the Sunday closest to the 

Solemnity of All Saints which, this year, is 24 October. 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

Next Sunday is the annual World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations.  There will be a Second Collection for the 

Priests Training Fund. 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

The Archbishop will be coming to Warrington in the 

Autumn to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation 

with those young people who are currently in Year 8 

at High School.  An invitation will be issued to young 

people in Year 8 at St Gregory’s Catholic High School 

and Cardinal Newman High School in the next few 

weeks.  However, if your child is in Year 8 at another 

High School and would like to be Confirmed this year, 

please contact Fr Dave by the end of April.  Thank 

you. 

RAMADAN 

Our Muslim sisters and brothers began Ramadan last 

Monday, 13 April.  Ramadan is the holiest month of 

the year for Muslims.  Ramadan is not dissimilar to 

our Season of Lent in that it is characterised by prayer, 

fasting and works of charity.  However, when 

Muslims fast, they fast!  During Ramadan, Muslims go 

without food or drink from sunrise to sunset.  The 

month of Ramadan ends with a great celebration 

called Eid al-Fitr. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

(Divine Office – Psalter Week 3) 

Today  3rd Sunday of Easter (B) 

Readings Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19 

  1 John 2: 1-5 

  Luke 24: 35-48 

Weekdays Easter – Week 3 
 

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER 

Those who are sick or homebound, especially: 

St Benedict’s 

Vera Brindle, Ann Brown, Josie Hackwell, Jean 

Hendricks, Anne Hill, Mary Hinchliffe, Thomas 

Ireland, Susan Keating, Peter Milner, Sandra 

Richardson, Kate Rigby, Ernie Roocroft, Margaret 

Russell-Cruise, Pembolina Smith, Brenda Snelson, 

Matilde Valentine, Paul Vernon, Paul Whitlow. 

St Mary’s 

Luciano Bartolo, Hilda Creagan. 

St Oswald’s 

Catherine Carne, Peter Cox, Susan Disley, Betty 

Fiddler, Margaret Inkersol, Sam Johnson, Miriam 

Jones, Mary Massey, Mike McCarrick, Jo Roberts, 

Margaret Watts (nee McGinty). 

Other Parishes 

Alan Brompton, Catherine Donaldson, Clare 

Holloway, John Hughes (Vietnam), Joseph Webster, 

June Fallon, Carole Hart, Fr Dunstan Harrington, 

Canon Bert Shaw, Redemptorist Brothers & Priests of 

Bishop Eton, Fr Bernard Jackson, Fr Anthony Fagan. 
 

Those who have died recently, especially: 

Tony Rankin, Fr Michael McCoy 
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