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My dear sisters and brothers, 
 

National Youth Sunday 

On this, the last Sunday of the Church’s year, we 

celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King.  It’s also 

National Youth Sunday when we pray especially for 

all the children and young people in our communities.   
 

Speaking of young people, many of you will know 

Sam Armitage from St Oswald’s who oven serves 

Mass at St Benedict’s.  Sam, who has just started Year 7 

at Cardinal Newman, was asked recently to write a 

poem in the style of John Lennon’s “Imagine”.  This is 

what he wrote: 
 

Imagine there’s no covid 

It’s really hard to do 

Not seeing your family 

Not going around for a brew 
 

Imagine the doctors and nurses 

Working hard for you 

Not seeing their family 

And replacing them with you 
 

You may say I’m a dreamer 

But I’m not the only one 

I wish the covid would end 

So we can reunite as one 
 

How good is that?  Well done, Sam, and thanks to 

your mum for sharing it with us. 
 

Churches during the Lockdown 

Several parishioners have said how much they have 

appreciated the churches being open during the 

current lockdown for private prayer.  It’s thanks to our 

volunteer stewards that we can continue to open our 

churches at the following times: 

Day Church Time 

Sunday St Benedict’s 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 

Tuesday St Oswald’s 10.30 – 11.30 am 

Wednesday St Benedict’s 10.30 – 11.30 am 

Thursday St Oswald’s 10.30 – 11.30 am 

7.00 – 8.00 pm 

Friday St Benedict’s 10.30 – 11.30 am 
 

Christmas Cards to the Holy Land 

For the last few years, we have sent Christmas cards to 

our sisters and brothers in the Holy Land.  These cards 

have been received with immense appreciation.  Fr 

Mario da Silva IVE, Parish Priest of Holy Family in 

Gaza, wrote: “Thank you for your concern about the 

situation here. Believe me it is a really difficult situation.  

About the Christmas card I must confess to you that it is a 

personal joy for me and for my parish to receive every year 

your cards. It is a joy to know that many people are 

concerning about our situation. So I advise, if it is possible, 

to continue to send the cards.  But really if it is possible.” 
 

Last year, our parish was paired with two parishes in 

Jordan – Fr Fares Syriani and the parishioners of Our 

Lady of the Rosary in Kerak, and Fr Athos Righi and 

the parishioners of St James the Less in Ma’in.  Both 

priests wrote to me to say how much their 

parishioners appreciated our thoughts and prayers as 

well as the photo’s we took during the Christmas 

Masses last year. 
 

Would you be willing to send a Christmas card to one 

or both parishes again this year?  If so, please write a 

card and bring it to church by Sunday 6 December.  

You don’t need to stamp or address the envelope, 

simply write a message of hope and assure them of 

your prayers.  I will then post all the cards together.  

Many thanks for your kindness.   
 

The Season of Advent 

Next Sunday, we begin the Season of Advent.  

Unfortunately, we won’t be able to celebrate together 

in church, but I’m hopeful that we will be able to 

celebrate Mass again in church on the 2nd Sunday of 

Advent, 6 December. 
 

The theme of last Sunday’s World Day of the Poor was 

“Stretch out your hand to the poor”.  During Advent, 

we could do this in two ways: 
 

1)  Parish Caritas Fund 

You could make a donation to our Parish Caritas 

Fund.  We use this money to support individuals and 

families in the parish who are struggling financially 

through no fault of their own. 
 

2)  St Francis Collection 

Dog and puppy, cat and kitten, rabbit and guinea pig 

food, treats and toys to help Warrington Animal 



Welfare care for the enormous number of animals that 

are tragically abandoned during the year, especially 

over the Christmas period.  
 

Thank you so much for all you do to support each 

other and so many others in the community.  In the 

words of today’s Gospel: “In so far as you did this to 

one of the least of these of mine, you did it to me.”    
 

With my prayers, 

Fr Dave 
 

General Information 
 

1)  Fr Dave is available by phone (01925 630127) or by 

email frdave@rcaolp.co.uk  Address:  St Benedict’s 

Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE. 
 

2)  Parish Office 

The Parish Office is open Monday to Friday, but at the 

slightly shorter time of 10.00 am – 4.00 pm.  Tel:  01925 

630127.  Email: blessedjamesbell@rcaolp.co.uk  
 

3)  Parish Website   www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk    
 

4)  Funerals 

Funerals continue to be celebrated at the graveside or 

crematorium for now.  A Memorial Mass or Service 

can be celebrated in church at a later date. 
 

5)  Care of the Sick & Dying 

Fr John Schofield and I continue to cover the hospital.  

If you are concerned about a loved one, please ask the 

hospital to page us and we will attend as soon as 

possible.  If you’re worried about a loved one in a care 

home, please ask the care home to contact us directly. 
 

ST JOSEPH’S FAMILY CENTRE 

Each Christmas, St Joseph’s Family Centre donates 

food and gift parcels to families in need in Warrington.  

If you would like to make a monetary donation to help 

provide food and toy vouchers, you can donate online 

at https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14597  Alternatively, 

cash or cheques can be posted or dropped at the centre 

(9 Museum Street, Warrington WA1 1JA). 
 

PARISH CARITAS DONATIONS 

Sincere thanks to those who have been able to make 

donations to support those who are struggling in the 

local community at this time.  This week:  £100 (SMc), 

£240 (MB). 
 

RED WEDNESDAY 

This Wednesday, 25 November, ‘Aid to the Church in 

Need’ invites us to stand in solidarity with Christians, 

and others, who are persecuted for their peacefully 

held beliefs.  There are three practical ways we could 

do this: 

1)  We could light a candle and say a prayer – at home 

or in church. 

2)  We could wear something ‘red’ on Wednesday.  

Red is the colour we use for martyrs.  Christians are 

the most persecuted faith group in the world today. 

3)  We could find out more about Red Wednesday…     

https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

(Divine Office – Psalter Week 2) 

Today  Solemnity of Christ the King (A) 

  Youth Sunday 

Readings Ezekiel 34: 11-12, 15-17 

1 Corinthians 15: 20-26, 28 

Matthew 25: 31-46 

Weekdays Ordinary Time – Year 2, Week 34 

Tuesday St Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions 

Wednesday Red Wednesday (see above) 

Next Sunday  1st Sunday of Advent (B) 
 

FUNERALS 

If someone you know has died and you are unable to 

attend their funeral, there are resources on the Parish 

Website you could use for a time of prayer at home. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Fr Dave has offered Mass for the following intentions:  The 

Parishioners, Private Intention (LISC), Those who died 

in war, Those who are sick, Brian Smith, Kevin Holt & 

Family, Jo Greene.  
 

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER 

Those who are sick or homebound, especially: 

St Benedict’s 

Vera Brindle, Ann Brown, Barbara Edmondson, Josie 

Hackwell, Jean Hendricks, Anne Hill, Mary Hinchliffe, 

Thomas Ireland, Susan Keating, Peter Milner, Jean 

Molphy, Sandra Richardson, Kate Rigby, Ernie 

Roocroft, Margaret Russell-Cruise, Pembolina Smith,  

Brenda Snelson, Matilde Valentine, Paul Vernon, Paul 

Whitlow. 

St Mary’s 

Luciano Bartolo, Hilda Creagan. 

St Oswald’s 

Catherine Carne, Peter Cox, Susan Disley, Betty 

Fiddler, Margaret Inkersol, Sam Johnson, Miriam 

Jones, Mary Massey, Mike McCarrick, Jo Roberts, 

Margaret Watts (nee McGinty). 

Other Parishes 

Alan Brompton, Catherine Donaldson, Clare 

Holloway, John Hughes (Vietnam), Joseph Webster, Fr 

Michael Youell. 
 

Those who have died recently, especially: 

Patricia Agnes Lilford. 
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