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My dear sisters and brothers, 
 

Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse 

Last Tuesday, a report on Safeguarding in the Catholic 

Church was released by the Independent Inquiry into 

Child Sexual Abuse.  While enormous strides have 

been made to protect children, young people and those 

who are vulnerable in our Church communities, the 

report makes clear that not all victims and survivors of 

abuse have been listened to or supported by the 

Church.   
 

The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has 

issued the following statement: 
 

“The Catholic Church in England and Wales welcomes 
the Report from the Independent Inquiry into Child 
Sexual Abuse relating to the institutional response of 
the Church in its duty of care to protect children from 
sexual abuse and exploitation. 
 

We thank the IICSA Panel for their work. The Report 
will now inform the ongoing reform and improvement of 
safeguarding in all aspects of the Church’s life. 
 

An important aspect of the Inquiry’s work was the 
voice given to victims and survivors of abuse, including 
the accounts which they gave of their subsequent 
engagement with the Church. Listening attentively to 
their witness testimony has brought into sharp relief 
the extent of the damage this sexual abuse has had on 
their lives. 
 

We apologise to all victims and survivors who have not 
been properly listened to, or properly supported by us. 
By listening with humility to those who have suffered, 
we can contribute to the healing of the wounds of 

abuse, as well as learn from those most directly 
affected how we must improve the Church’s 
safeguarding standards, policies and procedures. 
 

This is an ongoing task and one to which we are 
wholly committed. Child sexual abuse is a crime. It is a 
crime that requires committed vigilance and strict 
procedures to ensure reporting to the statutory 
authorities. This is the Church’s policy. It is also why 
our safeguarding work needs to be continually 
reviewed and improved. Where there have been 
failings and inconsistency in the application of our 
safeguarding procedures, we acknowledge these and 
commit to actions which will bring about improvement. 
 

Abuse is an evil act against the most vulnerable; it 
must never be excused or covered up. Abuse 
committed against children and the consequent 
damage to people’s lives cannot be undone. For this, 
we apologise without reservation, and we are 
committed to listen attentively to the voices of those 
who have been abused. 
 

This report is an important moment in our safeguarding 
journey in the Catholic Church in our countries. It will 
now be considered in detail by us, the Bishops, at our 
Plenary Assembly beginning next week so we can 
explore how to integrate the findings of this important 
Inquiry into the life and work of the Church in order to 
consistently safeguard children and the vulnerable.” 
 

World Day of the Poor 

Today is the fourth World Day of the Poor – a day 

instituted by Pope Francis in 2017.  In his message for 

today, Pope Francis writes that “keeping our gaze 

fixed on the poor is difficult”, but that it is “more 

necessary than ever if we are to give proper direction 

to our personal life and the life of society.”  He draws 

on the Book of Sirach as a guide for reflection and 

action following the pandemic.  “Now is a good time 

to recover the conviction that we need one another, 

that we have a shared responsibility for others and the 

world”, he says.  “Until we revive our sense of 

responsibility for our neighbour and for every person, 

grave economic, financial and political crises will 

continue.” 
 

Churches during the Lockdown 

Finally, just to remind you that – thanks to our 

volunteer stewards – our churches are open for private 

prayer during the lockdown at the following times: 
 

Day Church Time 

Sunday St Benedict’s 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 

Tuesday St Oswald’s 10.30 – 11.30 am 

Wednesday St Benedict’s 10.30 – 11.30 am 

Thursday St Oswald’s 10.30 – 11.30 am 

7.00 – 8.00 pm 

Friday St Benedict’s 10.30 – 11.30 am 
 

With my prayers, 

Fr Dave 



 

General Information 
 

1)  Fr Dave is available by phone (01925 630127) or by 

email frdave@rcaolp.co.uk  Address:  St Benedict’s 

Priory, Rhodes Street, Warrington WA2 7QE. 
 

2)  Parish Office 

The Parish Office is open Monday to Friday, but at the 

slightly shorter time of 10.00 am – 4.00 pm.  Tel:  01925 

630127.  Email: blessedjamesbell@rcaolp.co.uk  
 

3)  Parish Website   www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk    
 

4)  Funerals 

Funerals will continue to be celebrated at the graveside 

or crematorium for now.  A Memorial Mass or Service 

can be celebrated in church at a later date. 
 

5)  Care of the Sick & Dying 

Fr John Schofield and I continue to cover the hospital.  

If you are concerned about a loved one, please ask the 

hospital to page us and we will attend as soon as 

possible.  If you’re worried about a loved one in a care 

home, please ask the care home to contact us directly. 
 

CALL TO PRAYER 

The bishops have asked Catholics to join in a national 

moment of prayer each day at 6.00 pm.  We could do 

this by praying ‘The Angelus’, or a decade of the 

Rosary, The Lord’s Prayer, or simply by praying in our 

own way. 
 

ST JOSEPH’S FAMILY CENTRE 

Each Christmas, St Joseph’s Family Centre donates 

food and gift parcels to families in need in Warrington.  

If you would like to make a monetary donation to help 

provide food and toy vouchers, you can donate online 

at https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14597  Alternatively, 

cash or cheques can be posted or dropped at the centre 

(9 Museum Street, Warrington WA1 1JA). 
 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED (ACN) 

ACN writes “We are being deprived of Mass once 

again, but it’s unusual for us – whereas for many 

fellow Catholics the persecution they suffer makes it a 

regular occurrence.  Help us to support them by 

buying Christmas Cards, Advent Calendars, etc., from 

our website www.acnuk.org or by phoning 0345 241 

6068 and asking for a catalogue”.  Many thanks. 
 

ANOTHER CUP OF TEA 

‘Another Cup of Tea’ is a book for anyone caring for 

someone with dementia or Alzheimer’s.  Selected from 

the diary of a son caring for his mum in the latter 

stages of her struggle with vascular dementia.  

Available from St Benedict’s Piety Stall at the specially 

reduced price of £9.99. 

PARISH CARITAS DONATIONS 

Sincere thanks to those who have been able to make 

donations to support those who are struggling in the 

local community at this time.  This week:  £100 (Fox 

Family). 
 

POPE FRANCIS’ TWITTER 

“The one who prays is never alone. In fact, Jesus 

welcomes us in His prayer so that we might pray in 

Him and through Him. This is the work of the Holy 

Spirit. The Gospel invites us to pray to the Father in 

Jesus’s name” (11 November). 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

(Divine Office – Psalter Week 1) 

Today  33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

  World Day of the Poor 

Readings Proverbs 31: 10-13, 19-20 

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-6 

Matthew 25: 14-30 

Weekdays Ordinary Time – Year 2, Week 33 

Saturday Presentation of Our Lady 

Next Sunday  Solemnity of Christ the King (A) 

  Youth Sunday 
 

FUNERALS 

This week:  John Francis Healy (Tue).  If you know 

someone who has died and you are unable to attend 

their funeral, there are resources on the Parish Website 

that you could use for a time of prayer at home. 
 

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER 

Those who are sick or homebound, especially: 

St Benedict’s 

Vera Brindle, Ann Brown, Barbara Edmondson, Josie 

Hackwell, Jean Hendricks, Anne Hill, Mary Hinchliffe, 

Thomas Ireland, Susan Keating, Peter Milner, Jean 

Molphy, Sandra Richardson, Kate Rigby, Ernie 

Roocroft, Margaret Russell-Cruise, Pembolina Smith,  

Brenda Snelson, Matilde Valentine, Paul Vernon, Paul 

Whitlow. 

St Mary’s 

Luciano Bartolo, Hilda Creagan. 

St Oswald’s 

Catherine Carne, Peter Cox, Susan Disley, Betty 

Fiddler, Margaret Inkersol, Sam Johnson, Miriam 

Jones, Mary Massey, Mike McCarrick, Jo Roberts, 

Margaret Watts (nee McGinty), Nathan Whitlow. 

Other Parishes 

Alan Brompton, Catherine Donaldson, Clare 

Holloway, John Hughes (Vietnam), Joseph Webster, Fr 

Michael Youell. 
 

Those who have died recently, especially: 

Patricia, Agnes Lilford, John Francis Healy. 
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