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My dear sisters and brothers, 
 

Some good news!  This is the first week during the 

lockdown that we’ve not had a death in the parish!  So 

far, we’ve been hit hard with 24 deaths, two-thirds of 

which have been due to Covid-19.  The number of 

Covid-19 patients in hospital is also down.  Hopefully, 

this is a concrete sign that the lockdown is working.  
 

Sadly, some mindless people decided to break 

windows at St Oswald’s this week – not once, but 

three times!  After the second night of vandalism, I put 

a notice up hoping to appeal to their better nature.  It 

didn’t work, but it went viral.  As a result, locals have 

been patrolling the area and offered to pay for the 

damage.  I am so very grateful to Joanne Clarke and 

others who’ve been so kind and supportive. 
 

Today, Pentecost Sunday, is one of the greatest feasts 

of the Church’s year.  We celebrate the beginning, the 

birth of the Church.  The Holy Spirit descended upon 

the apostles and sent them out to proclaim the Good 

News of God’s love.  That’s the task of the Church – to 

reach out to others with the Good News.  It’s been so 

humbling to see parishioners and others doing exactly 

that during the lockdown… 
 

I hear of the list of phone calls parishioners make each 

day to check others are okay.  I hear about the 

staggering number of people who go shopping for 

those who are older or vulnerable.  Then there are 

parishioners who have been supporting those who are 

grieving by spending time with them from the garden 

gate or sending them a card or treat; and there are 

those who have been able to afford to make donations 

so that I can reach out to those in our community who 

are really struggling.  I wish you could see the relief on 

their faces or the tears in their eyes as say, “Thank 

you!” 

I want to echo that “Thank you” today.  While some 

Catholics across the world have downplayed the 

pandemic and campaigned against the closure of 

churches, you have sacrificed being able to celebrate 

Mass and gather as a community out of love and care 

for each other; and in making that sacrifice, you have 

shown the true nature of being Church – reaching out 

to others with God’s love.  Thank you with all my 

heart.  I have no doubt that what we are doing has 

saved lives. 
 

Finally, it is hoped that we can open some of the 

churches in the Pastoral Area from 4 July.  Initially, 

this will only be for private prayer.  We will need to be 

able to satisfy the requirements of Public Health which 

will mean we will need an army of volunteers to 

facilitate sanitising, cleaning, and monitoring.  More 

about that soon.  For now, please remember that the 

sacrifice you are making IS helping to prevent the 

spread of the virus that has taken the lives of too many 

– and our parish knows that more than most. 
 

With my prayers, 

Fr Dave 
 

Useful Information 
 

1)  Fr Dave is available by phone (01925 630127) or by 

email frdave@rcaolp.co.uk 
 

2)  Parish Website 

The Parish Website (www.blessedjamesbell.co.uk) is 

updated each day with news, as we get it, as well as 

prayers and reflections.  If you know of any 

parishioners who don’t have internet access and 

would like to receive a copy of the newsletter and 

other items that are posted during the lockdown, 

please forward their name and address to Fr Dave and 

he will add them to the mailing list. 
 

3)  Struggling during the Lockdown? 

If you are struggling during the lockdown – to put 

food on the table or to make ends meet, lonely, 

worried about your mental health or whatever – do 

please contact Fr Dave and he will do everything he 

can to source assistance for you. 
 

4)  Warrington Hospital & Care Homes 

Fr John Schofield and I continue to cover the hospital 

for the time being.  If you have a loved one in hospital 

and they would like to see a priest, please let us know 

or ask the hospital to page us. 
 

Fr John and I are also happy to visit local Care Homes 

if loved ones are critically ill or in danger of death.  

Simply ask the Care Home to phone Fr John or I and 

we will visit as soon as possible.  Fr Dave 
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5)  Sunday Mass 

While our churches are closed, you may like to join in 

the celebration of Mass online.  There are plenty of 

links on the Parish Website.  You may prefer to pray in 

your own way at home, or gather those who share 

your home and have a little time of prayer together.  

There are resources for both adults and children on Fr 

Dave’s blog on the Parish Website. 
 

6)  Mass for the Sick, NHS Staff & Care Workers 

In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all those 

affected by the pandemic, one of the Bishops is 

celebrating Mass each Thursday at 7.00 pm which is 

live-streamed at:  www.cbcew.org.uk  
 

BISHOP VINCENT MALONE 

The funeral arrangements for Bishop Malone are as follows: 

Monday 1st June at 4.00 pm – Archbishop Malcolm 

will celebrate Mass for Bishop Vincent at the 

Metropolitan Cathedral. This Mass will be live-

streamed:  www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk   

Tuesday 2nd June at 11.30 am – The Funeral Service 

for Bishop Vincent will take place at Allerton 

Cemetery, which will be recorded, and will be 

conducted by Bishop Tom. 
 

PARISH CARITAS DONATIONS 

Many, many thanks to those who have made 

donations to help those who are struggling during the 

pandemic.  This week:  £100 (Wilson), £30 (Sr Louise).  
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 

There are four ways you can continue to support the 

parish financially during the lockdown: 

1) You could put your weekly offering aside each week 

and then bring it to church once we’re open again.   

2) You could set up a standing order.  There’s a form 

you can download on the Parish Website.   

3) You can now make one-off and regular donations to 

the Parish online at this address: 

https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/blessed-james-

bell-warrington 

4) Text giving is now also available for the Parish for 

both one-off and regular donations.  Details can be 

found on the Parish Website. 
 

POPE FRANCIS 

 The Holy Spirit, when we invite Him into our 

wounds, anoints our painful memories with the balm 

of hope, because the Spirit restores hope (28 May). 

 The Holy Spirit transforms us into a Church-womb 

of mercy, that is, into a “mother with a heart open” to 

all (26 May). 

 Jesus bore our humanity and brought it beyond 

death to a new place, to Heaven, so that there where 

He is, we might also be (25 May). 

 

 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

(Divine Office – Psalter Week 1) 

Today  Pentecost Sunday (A) 

Readings Acts 2: 1-11 

1 Cor 12: 3b-7, 12-13 

John 20: 19-23 

Weekdays Ordinary Time – Week 9 

Monday Our Lady, Mother of the Church 

Wednesday St Charles Lwanga & Companions 

Thursday Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the Eternal High Priest 

Friday  St Boniface 

Next Sunday  Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Fr Dave will offer Mass for the following intentions this 

week:  The Parishioners, Private Intention (LISC), Finn 

& Flo, Alan James Walsh & Family, Staff of 

Warrington Hospital, and Care Homes in Warrington. 
 

FUNERALS 

Funeral this week:  Baby Joseph Gormley-Hudson (Thu).  

Please keep Baby Joseph’s family and friends in your 

prayers.  If you are unable to attend because of the 

pandemic, there are resources on the Parish Website 

that you could use for a time of prayer at home. 
 

LET US HOLD IN PRAYER 

Those who are sick or homebound, especially: 

St Benedict’s 

Paul Vernon, Brenda Snelson, Jean Molphy, Anne Hill, 

Vera Brindle, Susan Keating, Ann Brown, Peter Milner, 

Thomas Ireland, Matilde Valentine, Sandra 

Richardson, Kate Rigby, Margaret Russell-Cruise, 

Barbara Edmondson, Mary Hinchliffe, Ernie Roocroft, 

Josie Hackwell, Paul Whitlow. 

St Mary’s 

Luciano Bartolo. 

St Oswald’s 

Susan Disley, Mary Massey, Catherine Carne, Jo 

Roberts, Sam Johnson, Margaret Watts (nee McGinty), 

Mike McCarrick, Betty Fiddler, Miriam Jones. 

Other Parishes 

Catherine Donaldson, Alan Brompton, Veronica Baker, 

John Hughes (Vietnam), Fr Bill Murphy, Clare 

Holloway. 
 

Those who have died recently, especially: 

Bishop Vincent Malone, Peter Lomax, Baby Joseph 

Gormley-Hudson and Sandra Smyth. 
 

If you would like to add a parishioner to the prayer list, please 

check with them first and then email Fr Dave or send him a note of 

their name and phone number. Many thanks. 
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