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Entrance Procession 
Music:  All people that on earth do dwell – W Kethe 
 

Collect 
May your grace, O Lord, we pray, 
at all times go before us and follow after 
and make us always determined 
to carry out good works. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading                     (Isaiah 25: 6-10) 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

On this mountain, 
the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples 
a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, 
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. 
On this mountain he will remove 
the mourning veil covering all peoples, 
and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 
he will destroy Death for ever. 
The Lord will wipe away 
the tears from every cheek; 
he will take away his people’s shame 
everywhere on earth, 
for the Lord has said so. 
That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 
in whom we hoped for salvation; 
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 
We exult and we rejoice 
that he has saved us; 
for the hand of the Lord 
rests on this mountain. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23 
 

 I shall live in the house of the Lord  
 all the days of my life. 
 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
 beside restful waters he leads me; 
 he refreshes my soul. 
 

2 He guides me in right paths for his name's sake. 
 Even though I walk in the dark valley 
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
 with your rod and your staff that give me courage. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (Lourdes) 
 

Gospel          (Matthew 22: 1-14) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
R.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and elders of 
the people in parables: ‘The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who gave a feast for his son’s 
wedding. He sent his servants to call those who had 
been invited, but they would not come. Next he sent 
some more servants. “Tell those who have been 
invited” he said “that I have my banquet all prepared, 
my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, 
everything is ready. Come to the wedding.” But they 
were not interested: one went off to his farm, another 
to his business, and the rest seized his servants, 
maltreated them and killed them. The king was furious. 
He despatched his troops, destroyed those murderers 
and burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, “The 
wedding is ready; but as those who were invited 
proved to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the 
town and invite everyone you can find to the 
wedding.” So these servants went out on to the roads 
and collected together everyone they could find, bad 
and good alike; and the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. When the king came in to look at the guests he 
noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding 
garment, and said to him, “How did you get in here, 
my friend, without a wedding garment?” And the man 
was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind 
him hand and foot and throw him out into the dark, 
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” 
For many are called, but few are chosen.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily 
 

Bidding Prayers 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Preparation of the Gifts 
Music:  The Lord’s my shepherd (Brother James’ Air) 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful 
with the sacrificial offerings, 
that, through these acts of devotedness, 
we may pass over to the glory of heaven. 



Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Acclamations 
Sanctus En Fa Majeur – Lourdes  
 

The Mystery of Faith 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 
 

Communion Rite 
Music:  Jesus thou art coming – Sister Mary Xavier 
 

Prayer after Communion 
We entreat your majesty most humbly, O Lord, 
that, as you feed us with the nourishment 
which comes from the most holy Body  
and Blood of your Son, 
so you may make us sharers of his divine nature. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Concluding Rite 
 

Distribution of Communion 
Music:  Lead kindly light – St John Henry Newman 
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Reflection on the Gospel 
By Susan O’Halloran 

A parishioner of St Anne’s, Ormskirk 
 

In all the parables we have heard in the last three 
weeks, Jesus is speaking in the Temple to the religious 
leaders. Here he is trying to show them that the King is 
God and he is the son whose importance they do not 
acknowledge. The King’s response is ferocious. Maybe 
Jesus is frustrated at their failure to understand his 
lifechanging message and uses increasingly stark 
images to try to get it across? 
 

He is also, again, reversing the normal assumptions 
about who is important in his society, and asking us to 
think about the place of so many others who are not 
respected in our own time, and those who are. In the 
parable, a crowd of ordinary people, however dodgy, 
replaces the invited guests, who would have been the 
wealthy and powerful, the top tier of society, for a 
royal wedding like this. 
 

What about the nature of the banquet? A wedding 
celebration is a joyful, generous feast where the 
happiness of the bride and groom and their families is 
shared with their guests. We are used to thinking 
about the banquet of the Eucharist, which so many of 
us are missing because of the COVID-19, and about 
our hope of joining the Lord at his table in heaven. 
 

But what about, also, the banquet of creation, the vast 
table of gifts God has given us in the richness of the 
Earth and everything in it? This is here for us now, all 
around us. Pope Francis has drawn attention again and 
again to the neglect and exploitation of creation, 
which is happening everywhere, stripping the earth of 
natural resources, destroying the habitats of many of 
our fellow creatures and forcing both humans and 
animals to move. It is very sobering to realise how 
many new infections, like COVID-19, have reached us 
because humans now come into contact with animals 
who carry these diseases through, for example, 
destruction of forests to grow cash crops like palm oil 
and the trade in exotic pets. 
 

We exploit creation to meet our needs but also our 
greed - the comfortable lifestyles that many of us in 
the prosperous parts of the world have come to think 
of as our entitlement. We are encouraged to think this 
way - “because we’re worth it”- in an economy based 
on consumption. This makes a small section of society 
very rich, and very powerful, but exploits the earth and 
the thousands of poor people who work to bring us, 
for example, our cheap clothes and fast food. Millions 
don’t have enough to eat while others, often the poor 
in rich countries, suffer the converse problem of 
obesity with all its physical and mental consequences. 
As Pope Francis has made very clear in his encyclical, 
“Laudato Si, On Care for Our Common Home”, the 
climate crisis is inseparable from the way we humans 
live and interact with our brothers and sisters, and 
every other element of the great banquet of God’s 
creation. 
 

I have always felt sorry for the man in the parable who 
was thrown out because he did not have a wedding 
robe. He’s suddenly been invited in from the street. But 
how many of us would be going about our normal day 
dressed for a wedding?! However, thinking more about 
it, he is singled out in the parable from the other last-
minute guests, so presumably they had been able to 
find something suitable to wear for such a great 
occasion. Was he condemned not for his clothes but 
for lack of effort or complacency? Had he seen an 
opportunity but not recognised the generosity of the 
King who had offered this to him or the responsibility 
this required? Do we treat God’s creation as an “all you 
can eat” buffet, where we can take what we like and 
keep going back for more without any heed for how 
the food is provided and whose gift it is? 
 

We have been given a wonderful, rich banquet, there 
for everyone, by the most generous King. Let us enjoy 
it but also ensure that we respect it and share it fairly 
with all our fellow creatures. Pope Francis reminds us 
to give thanks before we eat – a simple, traditional way 
to acknowledge the fruit of the earth and work of 
human hands in everything we have. 
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