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Entrance Procession 
Music:  O praise ye the Lord – H W Baker 
 
Collect 
O God,  
who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, 
grant that, by keeping your precepts, 
we may merit to attain eternal life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading                       (Isaiah 55: 6-9) 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, 
call to him while he is still near. 
Let the wicked man abandon his way, 
the evil man his thoughts. 
Let him turn back to the Lord  
who will take pity on him, 
to our God who is rich in forgiving; 
for my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. 
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth 
as my ways are above your ways, 
my thoughts above your thoughts. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 145 
 

 R.  The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 

1 Every day will I bless you, 
 and I will praise your name forever and ever. 
 Great is the Lord and highly to be praised; 
 his greatness is unsearchable. 
 

2 The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
 slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 The Lord is good to all 
 and compassionate toward all his works. 
 
Gospel Acclamation (Lourdes) 
 
Gospel          (Matthew 20: 1-16) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
R.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire workers 
for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the 
workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his 
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw 
others standing idle in the market place and said to 
them, “You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a 
fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and 
again at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the 
same. Then at about the eleventh hour he went out 
and found more men standing round, and he said to 
them, “Why have you been standing here idle all day?” 
“Because no one has hired us” they answered. He said 
to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, starting with the 
last arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who 
were hired at about the eleventh hour came forward 
and received one denarius each. When the first came, 
they expected to get more, but they too received one 
denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the 
landowner. “The men who came last” they said “have 
done only one hour, and you have treated them the 
same as us, though we have done a heavy day’s work 
in all the heat.” He answered one of them and said, 
“My friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not 
agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I 
choose to pay the last comer as much as I pay you. 
Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be 
envious because I am generous?” Thus the last will be 
first, and the first, last.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily 
 
Bidding Prayers 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Preparation of the Gifts 
Music:  God be in my head – Walford Davies 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
Receive with favour, O Lord, we pray, 
the offerings of your people, 
that what they profess with devotion and faith 
may be theirs through these heavenly mysteries. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Acclamations 
Sanctus En Fa Majeur – Lourdes  
 



The Mystery of Faith 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 
 

Communion Rite 
Music:  O bread of heaven – St Alphonsus Liguori 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Graciously raise up, O Lord, 
those you renew with this Sacrament, 
that we may come to possess your redemption 
both in mystery and in the manner of our life. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Concluding Rite 
 
Distribution of Communion 
Music:  Eat this bread – Taize  
 
Acknowledgements 
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 
2010 International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Scripture Readings from The 
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton Longman & Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday and Company Ltd.  Psalm from the Lectionary for 
Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States © 1970, 
1997, 1998 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 
 

 

Reflection on the Gospel 
By Ged Edwards  

CAFOD’s Community Participation Officer 
working in Liverpool 

 

We are now in Creation Time, a special time in 
September and October started by Pope Francis for us 
to reflect on the beauty of Creation and the damage 
that humankind is doing to the Earth, and to help us 
do something about it. Right now, the Earth and 
everything on it is in real trouble because people and 
industry all over the world have been burning and 
releasing into the atmosphere the coal, gas and oil 
which had been trapped in the earth millions of years 
ago. This is causing climate change. Pope Francis was 
so concerned about this that he wrote a letter to 
everyone in 2015 called Laudato Si’: On Care of our 
Common Home, and his concern hasn’t lessened since. 
The urgent thing is that we now have less than ten 
years to change the way mankind functions on the 
Earth and get on top of this. Pope Francis says climate 
change is a symptom of how we are mistreating 
creation, threatening many species of wildlife and 
people in poverty across the world. What is this Gospel 
story saying to us? 
 

Some years ago, this story was at the heart of our 
monthly prayers at CAFOD. The vineyard owner gives 
each of the workers a denarius for their work. In Jesus’ 
time, a denarius was like the National Minimum Wage 
today - the vineyard owner was ensuring that those 
who worked for him and their families had enough to 
live on that day, as well as ensuring that his grapes 
were picked, and the vineyard looked after. As we 
reflected, we asked a question: if people got the same 

pay whether they worked all day or just for one hour, 
who would turn up to look after the vineyard early the 
following morning or would they all leave it till there 
was just an hour of daylight left? That is not the point 
Jesus is making in the parable, but it is something his 
audience would be considering, and so should we. 
 

I live near Prescot and people still talk about the BICC 
factory (“The BI”) which employed thousands of people 
making electrical cables in the factory, and thousands 
more in supporting jobs. The BI was run down and 
closed in 1991, people moved away and 30 years later, 
Prescot has not fully recovered. An out of town retail 
park has replaced some of it but the town centre has 
many underused and boarded up shops. 
 

In the Gospel story, it’s not just the local community or 
the owner that needs the vineyard. They both need it – 
it’s their common home, all the year round. They are 
both bound to it. It is part of their lives and it keeps 
them all alive, and so it is the responsibility of all of 
them to care for it. Like for many in Prescot, the BI was 
the backdrop for every moment of their lives, their 
successes, failures, from cradle to grave, bringing them 
together and sustaining their lives and their family and 
community, body and soul. People depend on an 
employer and an employer depends on its people. But 
it’s the place that brings them together. 
 

The BI was part of the Common Good. That is even 
more the case with the Earth as a whole, a bigger scale, 
but the impacts of climate change are felt everywhere, 
and we all play a part in it. For now, as the summer 
days get shorter, can we think about playing our part 
in preserving the Common Good? Let’s keep the oil, 
gas and coal in the ground! Let’s reach for a jumper, 
rather than the boiler switch, and walk rather than get 
in the car if we can. Small steps will make a difference 
if we all take them. Try and spend five minutes looking 
at and listening to nature. And please write to express 
your concern to your MP. It’s their job to represent us 
and we need to tell them this is important to us.  
 

You could request they ask that the Government: 
• invests overseas in renewable energy, not in energy 
from oil, coal and gas, 
• ensures by 2030 that new cars sold are electric rather 
than petrol or diesel, 
• reduces speeds around schools to 20mph to 
encourage walking and cycling. 
 

Pope Francis has released a video for Creation Time in 
which he says, “Today, not tomorrow; today, we have 
to take care of Creation responsibly. Let us pray that 
the planet’s resources will not be plundered but shared 
in a just and respectful manner. No - to plundering; yes 
- to sharing.” 
 

So, this Creation Time, let’s join him in celebrating and 
protecting our Common Home. 
 

 


