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Preparation 
The Easter Vigil is the great celebration of Christ’s 
Resurrection.  It begins with the light of Christ being 
carried into a darkened church.  Perhaps begin this 
time of prayer in the same way – light a candle or tea 
light in a darkened room. 
 
Easter Alleluia 
‘Alleluia’ is our Easter song.  We have fasted from 
singing it throughout Lent – saving it up for this 
moment.  Why not sing the ‘Alleluia’ together now, 
perhaps using one of the settings you know from Mass. 
 
Gospel                                   (Matthew 28: 1-10) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
R.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the Sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day 
of the week, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary went 
to visit the sepulchre. And all at once there was a 
violent earthquake, for the angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled away the 
stone and sat on it. His face was like lightning, his robe 
white as snow. The guards were so shaken, so 
frightened of him, that they were like dead men. But 
the angel spoke; and he said to the women, ‘There is 
no need for you to be afraid. I know you are looking 
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said he would. Come and see the place 
where he lay, then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He 
has risen from the dead and now he is going before 
you to Galilee; it is there you will see him.” Now I have 
told you.’ Filled with awe and great joy the women 
came quickly away from the tomb and ran to tell the 
disciples. 
 

And there, coming to meet them, was Jesus. ‘Greetings’ 
he said. And the women came up to him and, falling 
down before him, clasped his feet. Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers that 
they must leave for Galilee; they will see me there.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Reflection 
Take a few moments to be quiet.  Think about what the 
resurrection of Jesus means to you personally.  What 

difference does it make to your life?  Then, you may 
like to briefly share your thoughts with each other. 
 
Profession of Faith 
During Lent, we have tried to become better Christians 
by giving something up or doing something extra.  
Our Lenten journey has brought us to this moment 
when we stand together and profess our faith.  It is a 
way of making a new start with God and with each 
other.  So, together, let’s say: 
 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Bidding Prayers 
You may like to make your own prayers as an 
individual or group. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Now let us pray in the words Jesus himself gave us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
Easter Song 
Perhaps choose an Easter Hymn or Song from a CD or 
YouTube to conclude your time of prayer. 
 
Blessing 
May the Lord bless us, keep us from all evil,  
and bring us to everlasting life. 
R.  Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord, alleluia, alleluia! 
R.  Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia! 
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